disabled workers. 


Jobs in workshops at the chari- 
y’s Enham Alamein base in 
Hampshire are disappearing 
and workers believe they could 
Be left redundant and unable to 
pay their rent. 

- The Enabling Partnership 
(EP), which has controlled 
Enham since 2001, insisted no 
‘one will be left without a job and 
the fears were down to “rumours 
and misunderstanding”. 

But disabled and non- 
disabled employees have criti- 
cised the “culture of secrecy” 
which left them excluded from 
decision-making. 

Since EP took over, engineer- 
ing, electronics and candle- 
making workshops and a gar- 
dening centre have closed down 
or been sold. 

The remaining disabled 
employees are being transferred 


the campaigning newspaper that puts you in the picture 


Charity job fears 


Supported employment charity Enham has denied claims that it is failing its 


to a packing workshop and 
many non-disabled workers are 
being made redundant. 

One disabled worker said: 
“?’m meant to be moving into 
the packing factory in two 
weeks after doing my job for 20 
years, but I still haven’t been 
told what my role is going to be. 
People here are very anxious.” 

He said staff asked managers 
if their jobs were safe but were 
“told off” for not using the 
correct channels. 

Another disabled worker said: 
“We used to have a users’ group 
to air our views, but they 
stopped that two years ago. They 
won’t tell us how many people 
are being made redundant.” 

Two other workers told DN 
that most disabled people end 
up staying at Enham indefinite- 
ly. One man requested computer 


designed for people 
with Cerebral Palsy 


Do you care for someone? 
Do you think its important to be 
protected from injury? 


Would you like to deal with a supplier 
who you can trust? 


If the answer is yes... 
call now on 01752 51 22 22 for a free 
home trial of.our beds*, hoists or mattresses 


Bakare 


www.bakare.co.uk 


*beds now available in 3ft and 4ft widths 


training five years ago, but is 
still waiting to receive it. 
He now feels emotionally ill- 
equipped to leave. 

Enham said it met govern- 
ment targets to find outside 
jobs for its disabled workers. 

Mike Smith, EP chief execu- 
tive, said: “Enham is in the 
process of modernising, and in 
periods of transition, people feel 
insecure despite the best inten- 
tions. We are sorry people feel 
they are not consulted, but 
we’ve tried to communicate 
with staff at every step. 

“We have disabled people on 
our management board and are 
expanding our user panel to ten 
to represent the views of dis- 
abled people. Enham has been 
reassessed by Investors in 
People recently and received a 
positive report.” 


GPs are routinely failing people 
in medical assessments for 
Disability Living Allowance in 
order to maintain their “lucra- 
tive sideline” in home visits, an 
MP has said. 

Elfyn Llwyd said some doc- 
tors in his Meirionnydd Nant 
Conwy 
known to fail everyone initially, 
regardless of their condition, 
because they feared losing pay- 
ments of over £100 a visit if they 
were sympathetic to applicants. 

The Plaid Cymru MP and 
lawyer told DN that out of 80 
appeals he had conducted in 
recent years, only two had failed 
— revealing the impact of the 
“glaring conflict of interest” 
among GPs. Government figures 
show 67 per cent of refusals are 
overturned on appeal. 

Llwyd said he received infor- 
mation “day in, day out” of 
applicants who were mistreated 
by GPs who failed their assess- 
ments. The decisions were 
quickly overturned at tribunals. 


constituency were 


Star performance: former Radio One DJ Tony Blackburn with a 


£1.80 December 2002 e established 1984 


pupil from the National Autistic Society’s Radlett Lodge School in 
Hertfordshire. Blackburn visited the school last month after 
donating his £198,408 prize from ITV’s I’m A Celebrity, Get Me 


Out Of Here! to the charity. 


He called other MPs to break 
the “conspiracy of silence” sur- 
rounding the phenomenon. 

“IT have evidence of at least 
one GP who consistently ignores 
what he is told on home visits, 
puts down the first thing that 
comes to his mind, alleges 
people who can hardly walk can 
walk 100m — and is still carrying 
out assessments despite being 
reported to the General Medical 
Council,” he said. 

Llwyd raised his concerns in 
a parliamentary debate in Oct- 
ober and was told by Minister 
for Disabled People Maria 
Eagle that the claims would be 
investigated. 

Eagle encouraged people to 
complain if they came across 
similar treatment and said con- 
tractors Schlumberger Sema 
had a complaints procedure in 
place which allowed such doc- 
tors to be struck off their lists. 
If you have experienced unfair 
treatment during an assessment, 
email: nuala.calvi@scope.org.uk 


DDA rights 


The government is to introduce 
new laws to strengthen employ- 
ment rights for disabled people. 

The tights;a to 2 be 
introduced in October 2004, will 
provide protection under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) for disabled people in 
firms with under 15 employees. 

They will also extend DDA 
protection to police officers, 
fire-fighters and prison officers, 
although the armed services 
will remain exempt. 

The government has to intro- 
duce the new measures by 2006 
to comply with European law. 

The Disability Rights Com- 
mission welcomed the move, 
but said discrimination in other 
areas still needed addressing. 


new 


On the cover: eight-year-olds 
Jenny and George work on a 
disability audit of their 
school, St George’s Catholic 
Primary in Shoeburyness, 
Essex, as part of Inclusion 
Week. See also page 3. 
Graham Bool Photography 
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Education experts have called 
on the government to conduct 
urgent research into large varia- 
tions in the rate of inclusion of 
disabled and special needs chil- 
dren in mainstream schools 
across England. 

A report by the Centre for 
Studies on Inclusive Education’, 
launched as part of its Inclusion 
Week, revealed “wide and 
disturbing variations in 
approaches” by different local 
education authorities (LEAs). 

It included evidence that a 
_ disabled pupil in Manchester 
was more than seven times as 
likely to be placed in a segre- 
gated special school than a 
child in the London Borough of 
Newham. 


Wheelchair 


Motorised wheelchairs will 
become unaffordable for dis- 
abled people if the government 
makes third party insurance 
compulsory, disability groups 
have warned. 

The government has 
launched a review of motorised 
wheelchair laws following calls 
from Labour MP David Kidney 
who said that a “growing num- 
ber” of his constituents have 
complained about collisions 
with wheelchair users. 

But when asked by DN how 
many incidents he was aware of, 
he said he could “count them 
on the fingers of one hand”. 


In brief 


Street smart 


A new Department for 
Transport guide* will help 
local authorities and trans- 
port operators ensure pave- 
ments, road crossings and 
public transport account for 
the needs of disabled people. 
*Inclusive Mobility, tel: 0870 
1226 236, fax: 0870 1226 237 


_| Pain is pervasive 
| More than one in five people 
are in pain nearly every day, 
according to new research. 
Of the 1,000 adults ques- 
tioned for the Pain Society, 
56 per cent of those who 
experienced pain said it 
affected their quality of life. 


Dogs ride in cabs 
A new law will force mini- 
cab drivers to accept people 
who use guide and assis- 
tance dogs. The bill was 
steered through Parliament 
by Labour MP Neil Gerrard 
and Lord Ashley. 


Experts believe that individ- 
ual education officers’ bias and 
“idiosyncrasies” have undue 
influence over the amount of 
investment put into mainstream 
provision in their area. 

Philippa Russell, director of 
the Council for Disabled 
Children, said: “We are very 
concerned about the inconsis- 
tencies in resourcing for children 
with disabilities and special 
needs in mainstream schools. 

“Parents will vote with their 
feet — if they don’t think inclu- 
sive education is being given 
full support and funding in 
their area, they will opt for spe- 
cial schools.” 

John Wright, director of the 
Independent Panel for Special 


“These incidents may be 
occasional now, but I predict 
they will become more and 
more frequent if we don’t con- 
front this,” he said. 

Maggie Winchcombe, acting 
chief executive of the Disabled 
Living Centres Council, called 
the government review a “knee- 
jerk reaction”. 

“There is a considerable 
financial implication for 
disabled people and the costs 
would not be reflected in 
benefits or support,” she said. 

Lyn Laidlaw, head of com- 
munications at the Disabled 
Living Foundation, called for a 


Educational Advice, said: “The 
government have nailed their 
colours to the mast of inclusion. 
Now they should be explaining 
these differences and providing 
guidance to those LEAs not 
doing as much as others. 

“Are the differences down to 
the kids in that area? No. Are 
they down to a lack of policy 
commitment within the LEA? 
Probably.” 

CSIE has also called for the 
phased closure of special 
schools, after it released a 
report concluding that segre- 
gated schooling “violates 
children’s rights”. 

* LEA inclusion trends in 
EnglandyeL10,.tel:,.0117 
3444007, mobile: 07931 443905. 


fears 


“bulk of evidence” to prove 
more regulations were needed. 
“Third party insurance may 
be compulsory for car drivers, 
but they have the alternative of 
public transport,” she said. 
“Disabled people’s inclusion 
in society depends on their 
right to own this equipment.” 
* Motability Finance Limited, 
the financial arm of the mobility 
charity Motability, has launched 
a major review aimed at improv- 
ing its service and cutting costs. 
The move follows com- 
plaints from disabled people 
over the cost of its contract hire 
and hire purchase schemes. 
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Introducing the 
Stannah Powerchair. 


Like our world-famous 
stairlifts, every Stannah 
Powerchair is made to 
the highest standards 
and is backed by 
first-class service, 
available 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. 


CALL 0800 715442 EXT. 6825 


www.stannah.co.uk/powerchair 


Please call to arrange my free home consultation and demonstration. (1 
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Stannah Powerchairs, Dept 6825, 


FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. 
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High wire: Deafblind teenager Nicola Henderson abseiled from 
Newcastle’s Tyne Bridge to raise money for the charity Sense. She 
was joined by actors Tim Healy and Christopher Fairbank from 


BBC1’s Auf Wiedersehen Pet. 


Abuse laws to come 


The government is to introduce 
new laws to protect people 
with learning disabilities from 
sexual abuse. 

A new sexual offences bill 
was included in last month’s 
Queen’s Speech, and a Home 
Office spokesman told DN the 
bill would include “measures on 
protecting vulnerable adults”. 

Proposals were due to be 
published as DN went to press. 


Mental health charities 
welcomed the government’s 
decision not to include its 
controversial mental health bill 
in the Queen’s Speech. 

Critics were opposed to the 
threat of increased compulsory 
detentions and forced medical 
treatment in the community. 

The Department of Health 
said a new bill could still be 
introduced next year. 


LOOK! AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 
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\ P ena 


POWERCHAIR, STAIRLIFT, 
BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, BED 


OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


Wee could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


eget prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


eee 
10 Mobility Products 


PriceGuide 
peekas ices that could say, ve 


's Of pounds” 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the:same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN1202, 


Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR 
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4 News 


WARREN PAGE 


The dream 


— _... ls now a reality 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


I's unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 

it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
it’s a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 

§ and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
F automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 

where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 

press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you’re away. 

,conds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to fasten their seatbelts. 


een 


Lin’s honour: DN telephone counsellor Lin Berwick was awarded an 
honorary doctorate of Civil Law by the University of East Anglia for 
her work with people with disabilities. Lin, who is blind, has cerebral 
palsy and uses a wheelchair, founded the Lin Berwick Trust. She was 
also a runner-up in this year’s National Healthcare Awards. 


Rights first 


ee : A landmark court case brought Agnes Fletcher, DRC assis 
i ° by a disabled woman against tant director of public affairs 
teats Ke C alot easier” her local council has exposed said: “Disabled people are par 


the lack of support for disabled ticularly likely to experienc 


and our rene of Li berty oe Culasiyeais j 

i rsean people fighting for their human ___ difficulties in areas like healtl 
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‘sg on sfvie ene comfert 2? Now yeu ean enjoy the ultimate travel experience ; whatever your needs. Bernard and her husband are _ Discrimination Act (DDA) doe 


stad + wheelchair user 
‘re great for scooters too ‘ 


Xihambra 


JU‘ accessible luxury MPV 
“795 ontheroad - 


Mercedes Benz “Vaneo’ 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 


from just £1 7,995 on the road 
It's brand new in the OK ajid. 


SCat(S [OUr = 2nd 2 WHEEICHhAIM USET 
Super stylish & super spacious 


believed to be the first people 
to win damages under the new 
Human Rights Act. 

They were awarded £10,000 
damages against Enfield 
Council by a High Court judge 
after being forced to live in 
unsuitable accommodation for 
18 months. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission said the case was 
“very significant” and high- 
lighted the “big issue” of the 
lack of an official body to 
enforce the Human Rights Act. 


not cover these, so we woul 
not be able to help them. 

“For people in the Bernards 
circumstances, to have to find : 
solicitor to help them for fre 
and to go it alone is a hug 
pressure.” 

Thee DRG: has askedtts 
government for an extention o 
its powers to include huma1 
rights cases. 

A joint parliamentary com 
mittee is considering the issu 
and will be reporting soon, : 
government spokesman said. 


| Vauxhall Agila & Suzuki Wagon R 


Wheelchair accessible motor car 


wet £9,995 onmeroaa |! ASMA blunders, again 


Also available in automatic 


Or visit our website www. jubileeauto.co.uk , , 
Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury West t Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 
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They’re great for scooters too 


A supermarket cordoned off its 
disabled parking bays so it 
could hold a firework display 
and funfair. 

The Asda store in Tilbury, 
Essex, closed the bays on 14 
and 15 October and failed to 
provide alternative parking for 
disabled people. 

It was spotted by DN reader 
Denise Shoult and happened 
only a month after we reported 
that another Asda store had 
turned disabled parking bays 
into a temporary garden centre. 

A spokesman for Asda apol- 


ogised and said: “As a company, 
we won’t condone them being 
used for any other purpose than 
the one they are intended for.” 

Meanwhile, the RAC has 
agreed to sponsor the Baywatch 
awards, which will be held for 
the first time next year 
Supermarkets will be able to 
work towards a standard award 
and a gold standard award for 
disabled parking. 

Spokeswoman Nicola 
Latham said the RAC was 
delighted to be involved with 
the campaign. 


: 


New deal inquiry 


i 
i 


MPs are to hold an inquiry into 
the government’s efforts to 
increase employment of dis- 
abled people. 

As part of the inquiry, the 
Commons’ Work and Pensions 
Select Committee plans to 
investigate the impact of the 
New Deal for Disabled People 
(NDDP), as predicted in DN 
three months ago. 

Other issues will include the 
effect of the Disability 
Discrimination Act, the tax 
credit and benefits system and 
the Access to Work scheme. 

The inquiry is not likely to 
start taking evidence in person 


until the end of January, but it 


will accept written submis- 
sions”. It is expected to report 
before Easter. 

Anne Begg (above), a Labour 


More grief 
from Thai 
Airways 


An airline has apologised to a 
disabled woman after it sent 
her a form asking whether her 
appearance or smell were likely 
to offend other passengers. 

Barbara Howie, a wheelchair 
user, contacted DN about 
the Thai Airways form after 
reading in our letters page how 
the same airline had denied 
discriminating against a 
boy with cerebral palsy (DN 
October, November). 

She had been sent the form 
for her GP to complete, two 
weeks before she and her hus- 
band, who is visually impaired, 
were due to fly to Bangkok 
from Heathrow last November. 

It was the first time in 33 
years of flying that she had to 


‘fill in such a form. She said: 
“TI was absolutely horrified. 


I couldn’t believe it. My doctor 


thought I was joking.” 


Howie said the airline also 
failed to supply a chair that 
would have allowed her to visit 
the toilet during the 13-hour 
flight, although she had booked 
it in advance. 

She said she would never 
travel with Thai Airways again. 

An airline spokeswoman 
apologised for the form and said 
it was no longer in use and must 
have been sent to her in error. 


aN Merry 


Christmas 
to all our 
readers! 


member of the committee and a 
wheelchair user, said the inquiry 
was “extremely important”. 

She said she hoped it would 
“come up with solutions as 
well as critiques”, particularly 
on NDDP. 

She said: “Of all the New 
Deals, NDDP is the one 
that perhaps is not working 
effectively.” 


One of the problems with 
government policies was that 
“sick and disabled people all get 
lumped together”, she added. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) welcomed 
the inquiry, and said it wanted 
the committee to examine the 
Access to Work scheme. 

The disability charity Scope 
also welcomed the inquiry 
and said it would be making a 
submission. 

A Scope spokeswoman said 
it would provide a “real and 
much needed opportunity” to 
examine the disadvantage faced 
by disabled people and analyse 
the government’s progress on 
employment. 
*www.parliament.uk/ 
parliamentary_committees/ 
work_and_pensions_committee 
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Dope denial 


Police chiefs have denied there is 
confusion over their policy on 
allowing officers to use “discre- 
tion” in deciding whether to 
arrest disabled people taking 
cannabis for medicinal purposes. 

Last month, the Association 
of~ Chief Police? Officers 
(ACPO) refused to tell DN 
whether new guidance on 
dealing with cannabis offences 
would let officers be more 
lenient to people using the drug 
to ease medical conditions. 

But DN has discovered that 
ACPO guidelines on dealing 
with cannabis offences already 
allow officers discretion in 
cases of therapeutic use. 

The guidance recommends 
that a caution is usually 
appropriate in such cases, 
rather than a prosecution. 

An ACPO spokesman said: 
“is dosnotethinkethere is 
necessarily confusion.” 


But he said he did not know 
why ACPO had not admitted 
last month that this discretion 
already exists. 

Meanwhile, GW Pharm- 
aceuticals (GW), which is 
developing cannabis-based 
medicines, has announced that 
four trials of its drugs showed 
they led to significant reduc- 
tions in neuropathic pain (np), 
spasticity and sleep disturbance 
in people with multiple 
sclerosis and np. 

The company now hopes to 
apply for approval from the 
Medicines Control Agency 
early next year, with a possible 
launch "of the UK's first 
cannabis-based medicine later 
in 2003. 

Five other GWP trials, 
including studies of drugs for 
pain in cancer and spinal cord 
injury, should be completed 
next year. 


London Recumbents 


.londonrecumbents.co. uk 


recumbents@aol.com 


2 Rangers Yard 
| Dulwich Park 


A complete range of cycles for people with special needs 


=P 


Fligh 


Nearly 80 DN readers have told 
us how their wheelchairs have 
been lost or damaged during 
air travel. 

The Flight Rights campaign 
survey produced a string of 
stories from disabled people 
who experienced snapped chair 
frames, broken and buckled 
wheels and other damage 
to their wheelchairs. Most 
received no compensation for 
the damage. 

British Airways received the 
most complaints, but many 
other airlines were mentioned. 

The survey results were 


You could always 
enter it for the 


Turner Prize 


nsight 


announced as Labour MP 
Anne Begg and Paralympic 
gold medallist Tanni Grey 
Thompson announced their 
support for Flight Rights. 

Businessman Phil Friend, 
who is leading the campaign 
with DN, said: “It is absolutely 
clear that incidents of damage 
are far more frequent than 
the airlines care to admit. 
Compensation is often non- 
existent or derisory.” 

He encouraged readers to 
contact their MPs. 
*For a survey form, visit 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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AND INTERBILITY WILL DO THE REST. 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR OR 6-WAY POWERED SEAT. 
CHOICE OF HAND CONTROLS, LIGHTENED STEERING. 
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Cold shoulder 


A group of MPs have chal- 
d the Minister for 
led People, Maria Eagle, 
he government’s failure to 


xtend winter fuel payments. 
bour MP Roger Berry 
| Eagle over the gov- 
belief that people 
disability living 
DLA) can use that 
yver their extra 


ed points made in 
! reader Tricia 
-eting of the 

All Party 


ismissed all the 

1 the letter. 
‘There is nothing 
scople from using 
seating. The DLA 


tion to the extra 
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isability Rights 
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calls from business for 
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From £10 per month or £100 per year 


For further information on our services, 
of the following ways: 


Telephone: 0800 358 8484 
Fax: +44 (0)870 133 2447 
Email: dn@enableenterprises.com 
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i Pay is a payroll service specifically designed for 
ed pecple and small businesses employing their own 
sonal assistants. The service is fully customisable around 
iividual requirements of clients. By discussing with clients 
own needs, we are able to provide client plans which allow 
8 | Class service. All issues around paying personal assistants 
ec including tax, NI, holiday pay, sickness and tax credits. 


24/7 is an information and support service 
from Enable Enterprises on all disability issues 
from impairments to equipment to employing 
Staff. This service gives you access to exactly the 
##ormation you need and point you in the right direction. 


Users may contact the service at any time through a wide range of 
methods. Responses will be taken immediately and a full answer will be 
given within 48 hours in the desired method, phone, post or email. 


Try our NEW 247 Instant Service on 09090 480000 
(Premium rate at £1 per min) 


Post: Enable Enterprises, PO Box 1974, COVENTRY, CV3 1YF 


Website: www.enableenterprises.com 


costs of disability. It doesn’t 
pretend to cover all of it.” 

She added: “I am not ina 
position to promise you that we 
will extend the winter fuel pay- 
ments to younger people with 
disabilities. The policy hasn’t 
changed.” 

Lord Ashley told Eagle: “We 
feel there is a powerful injustice 
discriminating against severely 
disabled people under 60.” 

Berry said afterwards that he 
was disappointed with the gov- 
ernment’s “incoherent” posi- 
tion and said he would raise the 
matter in another early day 
motion in the New Year. 

* You can complete our winter 
fuel survey form on the web 
(www.disabilitynow.org.uk) or 
by phoning 020 7619 7323. 

See also page 18. 


Prunella Scales raised £8,000 
for Voice UK, a charity that 
helps people with learning dis- 
abilities who have been abused. 
The money will go towards the 
daily running of the charity. 
Tel: 01332 202555, website: 
www.voiceuk.clara.net 


Strachan selected 
RNID chairman James 
Strachan, who is deaf, has been 
chosen to head the Audit 
Commission, the government’s 
public spending watchdog. 
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RNIB ad anger 


Visually impaired people have 
accused the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind of rein- 
forcing a negative image of 
blind people in its latest adver- 
tising campaign. 

The advert lists everyday 
activities like “curl up with a 
good book”, “make your chil- 
dren smile” and “complete an 
application form”, which you 
can do “today”, next to a sta- 
tistic saying “tomorrow, over a 
hundred people like you will 
start to lose their sight”. 

The RNIB said the advert 
did not imply that blind and 
partially sighted people could 


not undertake these activities. 

But Alex Stone, London 
chairman of the National 
Federation of the Blind and a 
member of the RNIB’s advisory 
assembly, said: “I don’t see how 
anyone could look at the advert 
and not feel it implies that, if 
you are one of the unlucky 100 
people that loses their sight, 
you won’t be able to do the 
things listed. 

“How can blind people expect 
to be treated as anything other 
than figures of pity if this is the 
kind of information people are 
receiving from the largest blind- 
ness charity in the country?” 


BBC reporter and ex-RNIB 
worker Claire Jennings said she 
received complaints from visually 
impaired people who phoned the 
Radio 4 programme In Touch. 
They believed the advert rein- 
forced prejudice and ignorance. 

She also said the charity 
failed to show visually 
impaired people the full version 
of the ad in focus group trials. 

Her claims were denied by 
RNIB’s head of communica- 
tions, Lynne Stockbridge, the 
ad’s author, who said it 
was presented in _ full 
and received “absolutely no 
objections”. 


Let’s dance: former brickie Tom St Louis, 54, a wheelchair user, 
graduated as a dancer and choreographer from the University of 
East London last month with a Higher National Diploma in per- 
forming arts in the community. Tom, pictured with classmates, has 
set up a dance company, TARDIS, with two other dancers. 


Send news to editor@disabilitynow.org.uk, fax: 020 7619 7331 


Discreet Adult Bibs / Aprons & 
™ Quality Incontinence Products 


Our range includes: 
Innovative Bibs / Aprons 
Sheet & Mattress Protection 
Incontinence Pants 

Chair Pads 


Various styles, sizes & absorbencies available 


26 Bonehurst Rd, Salfords Ind Est, 
Nr Redhill, Surrey, RH1 SEW 
Please call for brochure 


a Tel: 01293 775800 | 


vA Sheet protector with tuck-in flaps 
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British industry 
‘badly needs’ 
disabled workers 


A leader of British industry has 
called on businesses to embrace 
diversity and employ more dis- 
abled people. 

Digby Jones, director-gener- 
al of the Confederation of | 
British Industry, said there was | 
a compelling economic case for | 
diversity — “we have a skills| 
shortage” — and a moral argu- | 
ment — “it is right to do this 
because it is fair”. | 

“Companies need to tap into | 
all corners of the labour mar- 
ket,” he said. 

He pointed out that just to | 
maintain the labour force at its | 
current size would need the | 
number of people in work over | 
50 to jump from two-thirds to | 
three-quarters by 2010. Yet of | 
5.2 million disabled people of | 
working age, half have no job. | 

Jones was speaking at this | 
year’s Leading the Way employ- 
ers’ awards in London run by| 
Remploy, the largest employer | 
of disabled people. 

He said: “Today’s event 
shows disabled people want to 
be in work. Business needs 
them badly. We must ensure} 
that opportunities are there.” 

Later he told DN that} 
British business would only | 
succeed if, along with creating | 
wealth, it earned the respect of | 
the community. “It is the only | 
agent in Britain that can pro-| 
vide volume opportunity for| 
disabled people.” | 

Work and Pensions Secretary | 
Andrew Smith said: “That’s a) 
terrific message from the CBI.” | 

The Trinity Community| 
Partnership in Clitheroe,| 
Lancashire, was named the| 
“UK’s best employer of disabled | 
people”. Other winners were | 
SDC Telemarketing in Swansea, 
Neath and Port Talbot College! 
and South Lanarkshire Council. | 


| 
H 


ADRIAN BROOKS 


Arty party: new disability charity Mencap launched a national 
arts strategy, Doing, Showing and Going, last month, with the help of 
learning disabled musician JC Jamma (top) and MP Martin Linton. 
Tel: 020 7696 6949, e-mail: francesca.deakin@mencap.org.uk 


Abuse ‘more likely’ 


A government decision to post- 
pone checks on care staff work- 
ing with vulnerable adults will 
lead to more abuse, according 
to a learning disability charity. 

The Ann Craft Trust (ACT) 
spoke out after the government 
said care homes would have 
until the end of 2004, instead of 
next March, to check their staff 
with the Criminal Records 
Bureau (CRB). 

Home Office Minister Lord 
Falconer also said staff sup- 
plied by domiciliary care agen- 
cies would not need to have 
checks “for the time being”, 
because of CRB delays in pro- 
cessing applications. 

_ And Health Secretary Alan 
/Milburn agreed to postpone 
‘the introduction of the 
Protection of Vulnerable Adults 
list, designed to prevent unsuit- 


| Know your rights 

! The Disability Rights 

| Commission has issued a 
free guide, How Do I Make 
a Claim?, explaining how to 
take action if you think your | 
| employment rights have 
| been infringed. 

Tel: 08457 622 633, e-mail: 
enquiry@drc-gb.org 


| 
‘| Work experiences 
|The charity Change is 
| asking people with learning 
difficulties for their work 
experiences, including views 
on how to improve support. 
Tel: 020 7639 4312. 


able care workers finding posts. 

Two months ago, the General 
Social Care Council admitted to 
DN that it could take ten years 
to put all care workers on its 
new social care register. 

Deborah Kitson, director of 
ACT, said the delays would 
make abuse more likely. 

She said: “It just seems the 
government are not taking it 
seriously. We feel like we have 
taken backward steps.” 

The Department of Health 

said it was “firmly committed” 
to improving protection and 
would introduce the checks as 
soon as possible. 
e ACT has joined up with fel- 
low charities Respond, Voice 
UK and Action on Elder Abuse 
to form the Adult Protection 
Alliance which will campaign 
and bid for research funding. 


News 7 


Kids starving 


Increasing numbers of young 
people with cerebral palsy are 
“shockingly malnourished” 
and their growth and develop- 
ment is suffering as a result, 
according to professionals. 
Lesley Carroll-Few, from 
Westminster and Chelsea 
Hospital’s feeding clinic, told a 
conference organised by pub- 
lishers Mac Keith Press and 
sponsored by Scope that 
schools and health services were 
failing to provide adequate 
advice on nutrition and feeding 
to people with cerebral palsy 
(CP) and their carers after early 
childhood. Many teenagers and 


young adults were reaching a 
“degree of emaciation shocking 
in the 21st century”, with some 
weighing as little as three or 
four stone, she said. 

School lunches were often 
rushed, food unsuitable and 
independent feeding encour- 
aged at the expense of eating 
enough. School medical checks 
were “useless” because they 
failed to refer people on who 
were not growing, she said. 

The claims were backed by 
Dr Martin Bax, senior editor of 
Developmental Medicine and 
Child Neurology, who criti- 
cised patchy provision of feed- 


ing clinics for children with CP. 

Calling on the government 
and charities to fund research, 
Bax said too much work was 
focused on improving motor 
disorders, while issues such as 
feeding were ignored. 

“The idea still pervades that 
CP kids don’t grow, but we 
need to ask why they aren’t 
growing,” he said. 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said there were no 
plans to undertake research or 
make feeding clinics more wide- 
spread. Schools already had 
guidance to support pupils with 
medical conditions, she said. 


Accolades for No home choice 


info initiatives 


A confidential register of 
children with disabilities and a 
resource pack designed by 
young carers were among the 
winners in this year’s Getting 
the Message Across awards. 

Stockport Disability Data- 
base co-ordinator, Elaine 
Mounter, devised the customer- 
focused system to gather data 
from different agencies and dis- 
tribute it to families. She was 
praised as a “shining example”. 

The Young Carers’ Resource 
Pack, produced by Sussex char- 
ihvaG@are Forune Garers, tea- 
tures colourful, double-sided 
cards, which include tips on 
caring for yourself, keeping 
positive and how to share wor- 
ries such as bullying and exami- 
nation stress. 

Other winners at the 
awards, run by the National 
Information Forum”, included 
a bank guide for people with 
learning disabilities. 

*Tel: 020 7402 6681. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


A disabled Manchester woman 
who wants to move to Cornwall 
to set up her own business has 
been told she may have to go 
into residential care. 

Cornwall County Council 
(CCC) has told June Maelzer, 
who has already sold her home, 
it cannot afford the 24-hour 
support she has in Manchester. 

The case is further evidence 
that disabled people are still 
facing a postcode lottery in 
accessing home care services, 
despite new government guid- 
ance for local authorities. 

Maelzer, who has a degree in 
psychology and a masters in 
disability, wants to set up a 


unbeatable 
on bends. 


However awkward or winding your 
staircase, there’s sure to be a Stannah 
Stairlift that’s right for you. 


@ Straight or curved staircases 
® New and reconditioned models 


business providing counselling 
and alternative therapies. 

She receives direct payments 
of £60,000 a year 
Manchester City Council, but 
CCC has offered her just £200 


a week or care “in a residential 


from 


setting”. 

Maelzer says 
“appalled” at CCC’s stance. 

“T feel really strongly that 
anyone else that has my qualifi- 
cations and status would not 
think twice about moving,” she 
said. “I do not see why this 
choice should be taken away 
from me because I am disabled.” 

Cornwall’s director of social 
services declined to comment. 


she is 


@ Nationwide local branches offering 


sales advice and 24-hour backup 


@ Fast, clean installation 


@ Full guarantee, free six-month checkup 


CALL 0800 715 124 EXT. 4486 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


Please send me details. For my household LJ For a relative O 


Name 
Address 


Postcode __ = 


For further information write to: Stannah Stairlifts, 


Dept 4486, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR 


TRUST STANNAH TO MAKE THINGS EASIER. 


§ News 


DN reports back from Scope’s 50th anniversary AGM 


Golden opportuni 


In its 50th year, with a major 
internal reorganisation com- 
pleted and a £3.2m operating 
surplus after a run of deficits, 
Scope is set to take a new 
direction. 

“After eight years of intro- 
spection, it’s about time we got 
on with the real job of address- 
ing social change and equality 


for disabled people,” chairman 
Gerald McCarthy said at the 


AGM in November. 
He was echoed by the out- 
ng chief executive Richard 
r (below): “We must 
sights outside Scope 


and become bolder, building 
on our strong reputation with 
government and all those 
whose decisions affect dis- 
abled people’s lives.” 
McCarthy paid tribute to 
Brewster’s commitment to 
Scope’s vision, and to his 
humour and sensitivity. 
Looking back over a year 
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tly without having to bend 
down 


Y Elastic bristles on the uppers of the 
slippers act as brushes to scrub the 


soles of feet 


A Massages your feet to reduce 
fatique 


¥ Remove hard skin (stratum 
corneum) and boost the health 
of your feet 


“ You can stand and wash your feet 


which marked Scope’s finan- 
cial recovery and the start of 
the five-year plan, McCarthy 
admitted: “We had to take 
some very tough decisions, 
often in the face of fierce 
criticism, but no one can 
now deny that what we did 
was right.” 

He believed that the 48 rec- 
ommendations from Scope’s 
governance working party 
would lead to Scope becoming 
a model of excellence for large 
voluntary organisations. 

Brewster reported that 
Scope continued to deliver 
quality services. Over the year 
it had helped 5,500 people, 
and the CP helpline had han- 
dled 14,000 calls. Projects he 
mentioned included launching 
an early years information 
website and support team; 
supporting severely disabled 
children in mainstream class- 
es; being the second largest 
provider of the Workstep 
employment programme, and 
training 150 senior journalists 
in disability awareness. 

He warned that Scope must 
be vigilant about measuring 
progress on the “incredibly 
ambitious, but achievable” 
outcomes of the five-year plan. 

Honorary treasurer Les 


SCOPE 
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Unwin also warned that, 
although Scope was now mov- 
ing towards improved finan- 
cial health, “we are likely to 
report a massive loss on 
investments next year unless 
the stock market recovers”. 
Among McCarthy’s con- 
cerns was that Scope must 
employ more disabled people. 
“We must practice what we 
preach,” he said. “The new 
chief executive will be making 
it a leading priority.” 
e There are two new members 
of the executive council: 
London accountant Caroline 
Salsbury, 33, who has CP, and 
parent June Williamson, of 
Devon. Angela Drane, Pauline 
Fiddler, David Hayes and 
Gerald McCarthy were re- 
elected. There are also three 
co-opted members: Jon Grover 
of Kysen Communications 
Group, James Leiper of Adsum 
Auxiium Ltd and Lizette 
Gonzales. Over half the council 
have cerebral palsy. 


PPERS FOR FEET CLEANING 


Seven Days At Home With Our No Risk Guarantee 
When you order your slippers, we'll give you seven days to enjoy 
them at your pleasure. If you are not completely satisfied, return 
them to us by recorded delivery within 7 days of receiving them 


and we'll give you a full refund. 


Sounds fair? Good. Then call 0800 0723 076 now to place your order. 


Easy Ways to Order 


Phone: Credit Card Hotline 
0800 072 3 076 


Website: 
www.directouyltd.co.uk 


Post: Please make cheque 
payable to Directouy Limited 
and send by post to Directtouy 
Limited, FREEPOST SEA13709, 


Croydon, CRI 1WX. Please give details of 


Material Used: 
Translucent PVC Plastic 


colour and size. Postage is free so don’t affix stamp. 


Price: £19.99 
Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 


Colours: Blue, Pink, Aqua 
Delivery: 3 — 5 Working Days 


“These slippers have transformed my husband's bath time. Due to a stroke 


Y Anti-slip soles to prevent you from MY husband can no longer get in the bath, so to shower washing his feet 


slipping in the bath or shower has been the main problem. With these slippers he can now wash his feet - 

himself - a boom to his confidence”, : 
/ The slippers are made of Mrs. E. Morton, Manchester 
translucent PVC plastic with a 
soft material sole for traction, 


ventilation and drainage 


More testimonials available from our website 


¥ Can be used in the shower, bath, 
swimming pool, on the beach, 
wherever... 


Contact Us: Directbuy Limited, Dexter House, 22 South End, Croydon, CR2 1DN. 
Tel: 020 8686 8110 Fax: 020 8649 7848. Email: mail@directobuyltd.co.uk 


New man, new direction 


Scope’s new chief executive, 
Tony Manwaring (right), 45, 
who starts work on 3 February, 
knows what he has to do: raise 
Scope’s external profile. 
“That’s been a very clear mes- 
sage from the trustees.” 

He has been director of 
external affairs at the children’s 
charity NCH, and before that 
was at the British Diabetic 
Association and the general 
secretary’s office at the Labour 
Party. He says his experience is 
in helping organisations devel- 
op a vision and achieve it, “so 
really it’s about organisational 
development and change”. 

While he thinks” “the 
Confederation of British 
Industry’s emphasis on diversi- 
ty in employment opens 
opportunities externally, it also 
has implications for Scope’s 


own policies on employing dis- 
abled people. He’ll want to 
compare Scope with other 
charities, find “meaningful 
objectives” and possibly make 
“real resource decisions”. 

Manwaring is not disabled. 
He says the trustees chose him 
for the skills they needed. 
“My challenge is to try and 
help develop people with cere- 
bral palsy so that at some 
point in the future they would 
be successful.” 


Happy holidays: (/ to r) Dorothy Docwra, Doris Burke, Melville 
Docwra and Elsie May celebrate the opening of the Russell Hotel in 
Bognor Regis, the first hotel to be designed by and for blind and 
partially sighted people. For bookings, tel: 01243 871300. 


Subtitling slammed 


The deaf broadcasting watch- 
dog has hit out at the “enor- 
mous” number of digital TV 
channels who fail to provide any 
subtitling to programmes. 

The Deaf Broadcasting 
Council (DBC) told the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People’s Breaking The Sound 
Barrier conference that deaf 
people are paying subscriptions 
for channels to which they have 
little or no access. 

It warned that digital and 
satellite channels, which will 
face tighter subtitling regula- 
tions under a proposed com- 
munications bill, might never 
catch up with levels on terres- 
trial television. 

Ruth Myers, DBC policy and 
liaison officer, said many digi- 
tal channels even failed to show 
subtitles to repeats which had 
been subtitled on terrestrial TV. 

She called on the govern- 


ment to help broadcasters 
make use of new technology to 
widen access. 

“Sign language can now be 
transmitted in closed format 
through a set-top box, but 
broadcasters are not going to 
meet the expenses from their 
own pockets,” she said. 

The conference also pro- 
posed a new government Arts 
and Culture Disability Access 
Fund to help venues improve 
deaf access. 

The call followed a recent 
RNID survey showing half of 
all arts and tourist venues do 
not have an infrared or loop 
system and three-quarters are 
without a textphone service. 

Backing the campaign, film 
producer Lord Puttnam said 
new and developing technolo- 
gies could provide “full access 
at low cost in theatres, cinemas, 
museums and art galleries.” 
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A round-up of news in the 
mainstream media from 
the last few weeks 


Equality merges 
The government came closer 
to establishing a single body 
to tackle all discrimination 
when it outlined plans to 
merge the commissions for 
disability rights, racial equal- 
ity and equal opportunities. 

The document, Equality 
and Diversity, says a new sin- 
gle equality body would also 
offer protection against 
workplace discrimination on 
the grounds of sexuality, reli- 
gion and age. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission welcomed the 
consultation but said the 
government must couple any 
single equality commission 
with comprehensive disabili- 
ty and equality legislation. 


Wait a year to hear 


An Audit Commission report 
revealed that patients are 
waiting up to a year for hear- 
ing aids, and called on the 
government to introduce 
waiting time standards. 

The recommendations 
were supported by the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People, which said it hoped 
waiting times would now 
finally be recorded centrally. 


Landmark suicide 


A 77-year-old man with ter- 
minal cancer became the 
first British person to take 
his own life at an assisted 
suicide clinic. He died with 
his family after taking a bar- 
biturate at the clinic in 
Zurich, Switzerland. 

The British Council of 
Disabled People expressed 
concern at the development, 
but pro-euthanasia cam- 
paigners called for changes 
in British law to allow 
assisted suicide at home. 


Stillman supported 


Supporters of Ian Stillman, 
the deaf charity worker 
imprisoned in India, demon- 
strated outside the Indian 
High Commission in 
London. About 150 protest- 
ers presented a letter with 
medical evidence to senior 
Indian government minister 
Mr PC Haldar. 

Stillman has appealed his 
conviction for drug posses- 
sion. He was denied an 
interpreter at his trial and 
the High Court rejected his 
appeal after ruling he was 
not deaf. 


Grim survey 


the DRC, said: “Many young 
people we spoke to were enjoy- 
ing life, but a significant num- 
ber were isolated and had suf- 
fered discrimination. This has 
to change.” 

The survey was published to 
coincide with last month’s 
annual DRC conference, which 
looked at the aspirations of 
young disabled people. 


Nearly one in six young disabled 
people have been victims of dis- 
crimination in the job market, 
according to a new survey. 

The NOP poll for the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) also found that more 
than four-fifths of those ques- 
tioned were unable to go on hol- 
iday due to transport problems. 

Bert Massie, chairman of 


Upfront travel with our unique 
CarChair system 


Choosing the right vehicle, which best suits 
your needs can be a complex process. 
Trawling through brochures, comparing 
specifications and visiting numerous show- 
rooms can prove to be time consuming. 


Many years of experience and a complete 
understanding of the needs of wheelchair users 
means Constables alleviate the process by, 
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Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Converters Association 


Constables Limited, Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5NJ 
T: 01323 76 75 74 F: 01323 767603 __E: info@constablesmobility.co! 


ROY HODGKISS : F; ye 2 


Rock and roll: this digital image won Roy Hodgkiss, of Rugely, 
Staffordshire, the Surrey Trophy in the Disabled Photographers’ 
Society’s annual exhibition. He also won two other trophies. 
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10 Health news 


Parents have criticised the gov- 
ernment’s “scandalous” failure 
to match charity funding of 
research into a terminal muscle 
condition. 

The families spoke out after 
delivering a 7,000-name peti- 
tion* to Number 10 Downing 


Street in which they called for 
more government funding into 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy 


DMD). 
On the same day, they heard 


in a Commons debate on the 
subject that the government 
could not influence how the 
Medical Research Council 
(MRC) spends its grant. 

Nick Catlin, whose two- 


year-old son has the terminal 


muscle wasting condition, 


A major hormone replacement 
therapy trial has been dropped 
by the Medical Research 
Council (MRC), in the wake of 
concerns raised in the US. 

US trials were abandoned 
after increases in the risk of 
breast cancer, heart disease, 
blood clots and strokes were 
revealed in women taking the 
combined hormone replace- 
ment therapy (HRT). 

The MRC insisted there were 


no safety concerns for the 5,700 


BESS FS Sse 


For wheelchair passengers we also 
offer the versatile Kangoo and Expert 
ranges of low floor accessible vehicles. 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 
Converters since 1966 


For wheelchair driver, driver transfer and 
passenger options with room for family 
4 and friends. Ask about our tailor-made 

Mercedes Vito and V Class vehicles. 


which affects one in 3,500 
boys, said the government deci- 
sion not to match the £1.5m 
that charities currently put into 
research was “scandalous”. 
Opening the debate, Labour 
MP Kevin Brennan 
“There is currently limited 
funding for projects associated 


said: 


with so-called rare conditions. 
“At current levels, the volun- 
tary sector funds a third more 
research than the government. 
“Charities rightly find that 
unacceptable, and they are call- 


ing for increased ring-fenced 
funding for DMD.” 
Health Minister David 


Lammy claimed that the 
MRC would be spending 


£2m on research into DMD. 


women involved in its WISDOM 
(Women’s International Study of 
Long Duration Oestrogen after 
Menopause) study. 

The independent committee 
monitoring the study claimed 
the trial would take too long to 
produce meaningful results. 

But Ray Fitzpatrick, director 
of the Institute of Health 
Sciences, Oxford University, 
who chaired the committee, 
said: “There is strong evidence 
that taking HRT long-term 


Parents protes 


And he said the government 
could not prescribe how 
research councils distribute 
their resources. 

But the government was 
funding areas such as genetic 
research which would benefit 
people with conditions like 
DMD, he said. 

Campaigners, including the 
The Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign, Parent Project UK 
and Duchenne Family Support 
Group, questioned Lammy’s 
claim that the MRC would be 
spending £2 million. They hope 
to meet the MRC to discuss 
funding. 

*Sign the petition at Parent 
Project UK, www.ppuk.org 
e-mail: info@ppuk.org 


increases the risk of diseases 
such as breast cancer and 
decreases the risks of others 
such as osteoporosis. 

“However, there is no trial 
evidence that HRT protects 
women from cardiovascular 
disease and it may even increase 
their risk in the short term.” 

A spokesperson for the 
National Osteoporosis Society 
advised women to weigh up the 
personal risks and benefits with 
the help of their GPs. 


Special delivery: children with DMD and their relatives deliver the 
petition to 10 Downing Street with Kevin Brennan, MP (top row, left) 


The postcode lottery governing 
availability of pump therapy for 
people with diabetes should 
soon be a thing of the past in 
England and Wales, if new 
guidelines are approved. 

The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) has 
recommended the therapy — 
known as continuous subcuta- 
neous insulin infusion or CSII — 
should be available for those 
with type one diabetes whose 
other treatments have failed. 

A spokesman for the charity 
Diabetes UK said provision 
of the treatment had until 


rial gets terminated|Pump provision 


now been very hit-and-miss. 

“Some trusts have gone out 
of their way to help people get 
pumps, but with others you 
were up against a brick wall,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, NICE has also 
issued new guidelines on drug 
treatment for people with 
myeloid leukaemia. 

Imatinib, an oral drug which 
eliminates cancer cells, was 
originally only available for 
patients in the advanced stage 
of the condition but can now 
be offered to patients in all 
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...Because as the national college for disabled students we also 
welcome people who are not disabled ...because at Hereward 
all students enjoy equal access to a broad range of academic 


Hereward College 
SJ Opportunities for everyone... 


three stages. 


and vocational courses ...because individual students need an 


individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock everyone’s unique potential by providing 
residential enabling and medical services, in an accessible and 


supportive environment. 
Options include: 
= Languages/Media 
=™ Creative Studies 


™ Business, IT and Management Studies 


®» Basic Skills 


=» Residential Education 


To find out more, arrange a visit or to discuss 


SMYotability 
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your hopes for the future, contact: 


* Admissions on 
| 024 7646 1231 Now 


Hereward College 

Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW 

Tel: 024 7646 1231 (Minicom available) 
Fax: 024 7669 4305 

eMail: enquiries@hereward.ac.uk; 
Website: www.hereward.ac.uk 


For information and advice phone 


01722 336048 
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Mobility Solutions Ltd., Faraday Road, 
Churchfields Ind. Est. Salisbury SP2 7NR 


Hereward College exists to provide education 
and training to its community of customers 
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Regional news 11 


Five disability umbrella groups 
have called on the parties 
contesting next May’s Welsh 
Assembly elections to cam- 
paign for free personal care for 
all disabled people. 

The five organisations, under 
of the Wales 
Disability Reference Group 
(WDRG), have issued a mani- 
festo setting out a range of poli- 
cies they want to see adopted. 

Disability Wales, Mind 
Cymru, the learning disability 
organisation SCOVO, Wales 
Council for the Blind and Wales 


the banner 


Council for the Deaf have also 
called for support for advocacy 
schemes, housing advisory ser- 
vices for disabled people, a 
review of the accessibility of 
public transport and improved 
access to health services. 

And they said the National 
Assembly for Wales should 
enable every disabled child in 
the country to attend their 
local mainstream school. 

They also want the Assembly 
to commission research into 
employment barriers for dis- 
abled people and to pressure the 


Waking up Wales 


UK government to review the 
Access to Work scheme. 

David Groves, consultation 
officer for Disability Wales, 
said there had been “little bits” 
of improvement in “little areas” 
of concern to disabled people 
over the course of the Assembly 
since its first elections in 1999. 

He said: “We are hoping for 
much more significant progress 
in the four years ahead.” 

The five WDRG members, 
which represent more than 600 
disability groups, will also issue 
their own manifestos. 


Streets of shame 


Broken paving stones, pave- 
ment cyclists and speeding cars 
are making it difficult for dis- 
abled and older people to walk 
the streets of London, accord- 
ing to a new access report. 

Seven in ten people inter- 
viewed for the Liveable London 
report* said broken paving 
caused them a problem, while 
six in ten named cyclists who 
rode on pavements. 

About a quarter of more 
than 1,000 people surveyed by 
the charity Living Streets had 


complained about walking haz- 
ards, usually to their local coun- 
cil, but three-quarters of them 
were unhappy with the way 
their complaint was handled. 

The report said that older 
and disabled people want “ 
good selection of shops within 
walking distance from home, 
along safe, secure and well- 
managed streets”. 

Among recommendations, it 
called for more road crossings, 
government cash for footway 
repairs, and a 20mph speed 


limit for most London roads. 

iendon © Mayor ~ Ken 
Livingstone, who launched the 
report, said: “Creating pleasant 
streets, accessible to all, and 
where people feel safe, is vital 
in sustaining the vitality of 
local neighbourhoods. 

“Tam keen to work with 
local councils, and projects like 
Living Streets, to continue to 
improve the situation.” 

*£10 from Philip Connolly, 
Living Streets, 31-33 Bondway, 
London SW8 1S] 
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Ivers don’ t have 
Central London 
tion Charge! 


No charge: Lindsay Black from Ford MAGIC, and Peter Kemp, of the 
National Forum of Wheelchair User Groups, launched a campaign 
encouraging disabled drivers to register for the central London con- 
gestion charge scheme by 24 December to avoid a £10 registration fee. 
For information, call the telephone number pictured above. 


study underway 


A new study will find out more 
about the needs of deafblind 
people in a London borough. 

The national deafblind char- 
ity Sense has linked up with 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
council to analyse access to 
areas such as health, education, 
leisure and transport. 

Clair Waterman, practice and 
development worker at Sense 


South East, said: “The study 
will be linked to the new legal 
requirements on local authori- 
ties to improve social care for 
deafblind children and adults.” 
The study will be published 
next March. 
* To take part, contact Clair 
Waterman, tel: 020 8481 3214, 
text: 020 8541 1938, e-mail: 
cwaterman@sensese.org.uk 
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News focus 13 


Telling home truths 


With high costs and different levels of need, is it really possible 
for everyone to live independently? John Pring investigates 


it was an effective one. 

When protesters from the 
Disabled People’s Direct Action 
Network (DAN) crashed 
Leonard Cheshire’s fund-rais- 
ing ball in October and started 
letting off stink bombs and 
shouting slogans, they put their 
message across loud and clear. 

All disabled people should 
be able to live in their own 
homes, they said, and not in 
institutions. 

DAN’s Free Our People 
campaign has won support from 
disabled people’s organisations 
and forced the charities running 
some of those residential homes 
on to the defensive. 

David Colley, chair of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People, believes the goal of 
allowing all disabled people to 
live independently in their own 
homes is achievable. 


: t wasn’t a subtle protest, but 


lives in a group home. 

Maelzer says the woman is 
supposed to be living “in the 
community”, but the style and 
atmosphere of the home is 
“absolutely institutional”. 

For instance, the staff don’t 
let her drink alcohol. 

“She loves drinking, but she’s 
not allowed to,” says Maelzer. 
“When I take her out, she 
drinks as much as she wants to. 

“T believe that that person, 
with the right support, could 
live on her own.” 

Malcolm Bower-Brown, a 
regional director of Leonard 
Cheshire, agrees that the trend 
towards independent living for 
everyone is “philosophically, a 
very realistic and worthwhile 
target”. 

But he adds: “I think there 
may be some people who, for 
whatever reasons, may choose 
to live in small group settings 


‘| can see no good reason why somebody should not 
be supported to live as independently as possible 
and in as ordinary a way as possible in a community’ 


“The real block is that there 
isn’t enough funding,” he says. 
“Any director of any social 
services department will admit 
that the government is still 
avoiding the issue. It simply 
becomes a cheaper alternative 
to carry on putting disabled 
people into institutions.” 

Kathryn Stone, director of 
the learning disability charity 
Voice UK, has worked as a 
residential care provider and an 
inspector of homes and is now 
a supporter of people who have 
been abused in care. 

“T can see no good reason 
why somebody should not be 
supported to live as 
independently as possible and 
in as ordinary a way as possible 
in a community,” she says. 

June Maelzer, a DAN 
member from Manchester, 
agrees. She is an advocate for a 
learning disabled woman who 


where very particular support 
needs can be met, although 
perhaps a smaller number of 
people than at the moment.” 

Besides, he says, providing 
support for independent living 
is expensive. “The relative 
underfunding of social care is a 
difficulty we are all wrestling 
with at the moment.” 

He says Leonard Cheshire’s 
emphasis is now on developing 
a range of different services to 
replace the big, old-fashioned 
residential homes of the past. 

Scope is another large 
charity which provides services 
for disabled people. It, too, is 
moving towards replacing its 
few remaining large residential 
homes with smaller, less 
institutional situations. 

But Rita McCormack, 
Scope’s assistant director of 
independent living, says there 
will always be some disabled 


people who need more 
residential-type care. “Scope is 
becoming a provider for that 
group, for people who can’t 
indicate or articulate what their 
preferred option is. That is not 
to say they couldn’t live more 
independently in the future.” 

She adds: “I think you can 
have a very empowered existence 
in a residential home and a very 
lonely existence in a flat.” 

Everyone seems to agree that 
the cost of independent living 
and the lack of government 
funding are a major problem. 

But what if those tasks 
currently provided by personal 
assistants could instead be 
performed by machines? 

Keith Chapman, from 
Portsmouth University’s School 
of Environmental Design and 
Management, helped set up a 
ground-breaking development of 
flats for severely disabled people. 

Three of the flats are designed 
to be almost completely 
electronically controlled, with 
sensors, video cameras, remote 
controls and automatic locks. 

Could such developments 
banish the need for personal 
assistants and drastically cut 
the cost of independent living? 

Chapman says this could 
happen, but it is still a long way 
off and there is a need for 
someone with “a big cheque- 
book” to fund the research. 

In the meantime, DAN’s 
campaign to rid the country of 
residential care continues. 

The ideological gap between 
DAN and traditional service 
providers like Scope and 
Leonard Cheshire remains. 

On one side of it are the big 
service providers that believe 
there will always be a need for 
small residential homes. 

On the other side are 
disabled people like Maelzer, 
who herself has 24-hour care. 

“T believe everybody 
is capable of living 
independently, with the right 
support,” she says. 


Living life on a conveyor belt 


Dp activist Rob Punton 
spent three years in a resi- 
dential home before moving into 
a bungalow in Birmingham. 

He says residential care 
made him feel like a chicken on 
a battery farm. 

\ “Tt felt like a conveyor 
belt. It felt like you were 
in a human factory rather than 


Lae 


in a home,” he says. 

He had to queue for a bath 
and put his name down days in 
advance if he wanted to go out. 

“Tt made me feel miserable,” 
he says. “They didn’t make you 
feel as if you had control over 
your own life.” 

The Scope-run home has 
closed and been converted into 


supported flats. Now Punton 
lives in a rented bungalow and 
has a 24-hour care package. 
“Tam a lot happier and 
more independent than I ever 
was when I was in residential 
care,” he says. “I have extreme 
dependence, but if I can live on 
my own there is no reason why 
everybody else cannot.” 


JOHN PRING 


onna Hazell (above) has 

lived independently in 
her flat in north London 
since 1995. 

She has an hour-and-a-half 
of support from a carer every 
morning and another hour 
every evening. She is helped 
with tasks such as getting 
up in the morning, ironing 
and cleaning. 

She believes all disabled 
people are capable of living 
independently, but only if they 
have the “right support and 
the right care package”. 

“You rely on people 
coming in. It makes me very 


insecure. You hope they are 
going to turn up. There have 
been a few occasions when 
my carer has turned up really 
late or has not turned up at all 
and I have not been informed. 
I have been stuck in bed.” 

Hazell has visited friends in 
residential homes. 

“T couldn’t imagine 
living in one of those places,” 
she says. “I have seen friends 
being told what to do and 
how to do things, and I don’t 
like that. 

“You're not your own 
person in a place like that. 
You’re not your own boss.” 


DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUT 
YOUR COMPANION ... 
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Ideal for trips to the shopping centre or days out 
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14 Motoring 


Simply irresistible: Douglas would have loved to sit in the new Morgan (above), but how to get in? And 
the Aston Martin Vanquish (below), with twin machine guns, should take care of parking bay abuse. 


2.0 JTD turbo diesel, 4 seats 
| arid wheelchair access, full 
lcw floor conversion, 
| lizhtweight ramp, power 
steering, air conditioning, 
59" passenger headroom. 


coe of on diesel or 
turbo diesel, low floor 
conversion, lightweight 
ramp, 4 doors plus tailgate, 
power steering, twin ge 


Just some of the 
benefits of a vehicle from 
pan Oa Ltd. 


JALITY USED CARS 
Vonehene Toran SWB. 1. 9 litre ants diesel, X Reg, Oct 2000, 25,000 
miles, red, lightweight ramp. £11,750 


Nissan Vanette Cargo. 2.3 litre diesel, V Reg, Oct 1999, 11 ,900 miles, white, 
lightweight ramp, space for two wheelchairs. £10,000 


Renault Trafic. 1.9 litre diesel, V Reg, Feb 2000, 9,000 miles, metallic red, 
lightweight ramp, two rear seats. £9,250 


Citroen Berlingo. 1.8 litre diesel. V Reg, Oct 1999, 11,500 miles, green, lowered 
floor, lightweight ramp. one rear seat. £10,000 


Stock changing weekly please phone for details. 


ull 01626 853050 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Te 
For more Weetatna 


CREDITED 


srber 290745, 
PAC CT ee 


COACHWORK 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


’ sn Trusham, Newton Abbot Devon 1013 ONX 
visit our website www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


disabilitynow December 2002 


Car 
struck 


Douglas Campbell came back from the 
2002 Motor Show with the latest in wheels 


ver half a million 

people visited the 2002 

Motor Show at the 
National Exhibition Centre in 
the West Midlands. The organ- 
isers reckon that between them 
the visitors consumed 100,000 
beef burgers, 267,000 cups of 
tea, 83,000 pints of beer and 
3,700 bottles of wine! 

Citroen caught my eye with 
their new versatile C3 Pluriel, 
fixed high on a wall. Its major 
innovation is an adaptable roof 
system that offers five different 
configurations enabling it to 
move from a “snug supermini to 
an open pick-up”. This unusual 
looking car has a retractable 
canvas roof, removable side roof 
pillars and a pick-up style, 
bottom-hinged boot. 

Also on Citroen’s stand was 
the stunning C-Airdream. 
Unlike many concept cars, this 
one really looks like it could hit 
the road in an exciting way 
before very long. 

Daewoo were back after a 
spell when troubles in Korea 
left the company facing 
insolvency and exclusion from 
the Motability scheme. 

General Motors, owners of 
Vauxhall and Opel in Europe, 
have taken over the car side of 
Daewoo with a new company, 
GM Daewoo, which was formed 
just six days before the show. 

Daewoo are known for high 
levels of customer service and 
extremely competitive pricing, 
and they expect to maintain 


them. Daewoo was formerly a 
very strong player in the 


Motability scheme and I feel 
sure we will soon see them 
back there offering super value 
for money. 

Newly launched on the 
Daewoo stand was the Kalos, 

a small five-door hatch starting 
at a very competitive £7,495. 
This looked smart, modern and 
nicely finished and should 
prove a great success. 

A visit to the Morgan stand 
was a must. The bright yellow 
classic Plus 8 had a look that 
few can resist — until they try to 
climb in, let alone find a space 
for a wheelchair! Morgan is 
renowned for long waiting lists 
for new cars, but due to 
increased production, 
customers at the Motor Show 
were offered delivery before the 
end of 2003. Who can wait that 
long for a shiny new toy? 

A visit to Hall 4 made me 
suddenly realise the size of the 
Ford Motor Company empire. 
Jaguar, Aston Martin, Volvo, 
Mazda, Land Rover and Ford, 
all members of the Ford Group, 
occupied almost the entire hall. 

Part of the Ford display 
featured the cars from the 
forthcoming James Bond 
film Die Another Day. The 
Aston Martin Vanquish came 
with rocket launchers in the 
front bumper and bonnet 
mounted twin machine guns. 

It looks like 007 has finally 
found a solution to the abuse 
of disabled parking bays! 

The only stand that 
appeared to be targeting 
disabled customers was 


| 
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Vauxhall. The very popular 
Vauxhall Zafira was used to 
demonstrate how a substantial 
electric scooter could be loaded 
in the back without being 
dismantled by using a car 
mounted electric hoist. 

Also on the Vauxhall stand 
was a chance for a sneak 
preview of the Vauxhall Meriva 
mini-MPV. Not much bigger 
than a Corsa, this new car will 
offer enormously flexible 
seating that can fold totally 
flat or slide backwards and 
sideways. The scope for loading 
assorted mobility equipment 
is amazing. If the price is right 
this will be a certain winner 
on the Motability scheme. 

The new Nissan Micra 
goes on sale on 23 January 
and big crowds gathered round 
the stand to get a first look at 
this exciting little car. First to 
hit the eye is the bold new look 
that is right up-to-date and 
definitely different from the 
previous model. It also has an 
all new chassis and the five 
available engines — including 
diesel units for the first time — 
are either new or extensively 
revised. Even the base model 
comes with electric power 
steering, tilt steering wheel 
adjust, front electric windows, 
remote central locking, anti- 
lock brakes, two airbags, five 
full seat belts, electric rear 
tailgate release, pollen filter 
and CD/radio. The Micra 
has always been popular on 
the Motability scheme and 
the new model should continue 
to be a winner with many 
disabled people. 

Peugeot continue to offer a 


The Citroen Pluriel (above) comes equipped with a flexible roof system, while Daewoo makes a comeback with the Kalos (below) 


wide range of cars on the 
Motability scheme and are 
proving increasingly popular 
with disabled people. On the 
stand, the 206SW showed a 
style currently unique to 
Peugeot. It is like a reduced 


estate, with significantly more 
rear space than the hatchback. 
Well worth looking at when 
you want to load wheelchairs 
and scooters. Unlike the 206 
hatchback, there is no 


Space age: Lynne Wilkinson loads a scooter into the Vauxhall 
Zafira (above), and the new Nissan Micra (below) should be a hit 


automatic transmission on the 
206SW at the moment. 

Also on the stand were their 
wide range of cars, including 
the 307, which meets the varied 
needs of so many disabled 
customers. 


And when you had 
finished all the serious work, 
you could continue to dream. 
Jaguar displayed their timeless 
designs that are kept right 
up-to-the- minute. The hand- 
built Aston Martins, very 
popular with celebrities, 
were there. Bentley, with their 
new Continental GT, definitely 
has a very different looking 
front grille — or is it a giant 
Parmesan cheese grater? 
Ferrari, with their new Enzo, 
has a totally pointless top 
speed of 217mph, but who 
Cares — its.a Fertari 
and its red and Michael 
Schumacher drives their 
Formula 1 racing car! 
Douglas Campbell is chief 
executive of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association. 
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16 Profile 


\WVarwick’s castle 


Warwick Davis found fame as an actor and has built a Successful 
| talent agency. Lucy Glynn caught up with him just as Harry Potter 
| and the Chamber of Secrets was released 


@ t took a make-up artist four 
i 4 om | 
f hours to turn Warwick 
& Davis, an actor with restrict- 


“ ” 
ed growth : “small person”, 


as he calls himself ), into 
Professor Flitwick, one of the 


s in the new Harry 


y 7 1 
I really wanted. To get the 


do that, it’s 


't the whole set, so 
aracters were Sat 
down } eat Hail it was 
| a ap 
tally believable, magical 
experiet i § SO festive at 


ts, we felt like 


But then Davis is positive 
about most things. Including his 
disability. “Disability is what you 
make of it,” he says. “I know I 


"am not particularly hard done 
» by. | have physical limitations 


SSE aaa 


‘Disability is what you make of it. | know | am not 
particularly hard done by... 


the first Star Wars film. Since 
then, he has starred in 
Labyrinth, played the title role 
in Willow and acted in 
television productions including 
Gulliver’s Travels and the 
Chronicles of Narnia as well as 
pantomimes and adverts. 

Although Davis, who is three 
feet six inches tall, is a 
successful actor, he became fed 
up with agents treating small 
people like “a commodity”. 

“Agents would ask for a 
couple of dwarves, skills 
irrelevant.” he says. 

So, in 1995, he set up an 
agency for short actors with his 
father-in-law Peter Burroughs, 
another short actor. They 
believed it would raise the 
profile of small actors and 
increase their wages. 

Willow Personal 
Management now has over 
80 actors on its books. They 
even get applications from 


if you believe in 


yourself, you can achieve anything.’ 


Potter film. 

But Davis is not 
complaining: “It’s just such an 
honour. It’s one of those parts 

¢ Me Tee 4 Cn : 
* and a few aches and pains. But if 
t you believe in yourself, you can 

~ achieve anything.” 

j) He started acting at the age 


1, when he won a part in 


Windsor & 
Maider 
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food shops of the John Lewis Partnership 
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people of average height, but the 
height limit is strictly five feet. 
Davis also realised that tall 
people were under-represented 
in the industry and Willow Tall 


re) Elmbridge 


Housing Trust 


Rother Homes 


a THE NATIONAL TRUST 


Talking Newspaper Enterprises 
thank all their clients for 
supporting them in 2002 

and wish everyone 
a very happy Christmas 
and 
a prosperous New Year! 


Sainsbury's 


%, making life taste better Equ 
The 


Electoral 
Commission 


was created to represent people 
over seven feet. 

Davis says Willow is Equity’s 
first choice for producers 
looking for small actors. 

Not only does this mean his 


clients get more work — they are 


also recognised for their ability 
and not just for their height. 

“T look at each person as an 
individual. I look at their 
talents,” he says. 

Despite his success, he is still 
frustrated by the entertainment 
industry’s reluctance to cast 
disabled people. He says 
producers feel they have to 
explain why a disabled person 
has been cast by constructing 
an elaborate plot. “In life, they 
are just there.” 

Davis also claims that 
producers who use small actors 
believe they will be criticised for 
cashing in on the novelty factor. 
Something, he says, that can 
only be overcome by making 
small people more common in 
films and on television. 

He is angry that more 
people seem to get away with 
making fun of small people, 
compared with those with 
other disabilities. 

“Dwarves in the past set us 
up to be a spectacle, to be a 
figure of fun. People haven’t 
caught up with the idea that 
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At ease: Warwick Davis takes a breather from his busy schedule 


this isn’t how it is now.” 

He takes this into account 
when deciding to accept work. 
“T look at a job and think, ‘is 
the character going to be 
fulfiling to play? Is there a 
message in what I am doing?’ 
I try not to do things that 
reflect badly on small people.” 

His fame has made 
potentially difficult situations 
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more humorous. When people 
stare at him in the street, he 
says: “I can’t give them attitude 
for looking at me because I 
don’t know if they are looking 
at me because I am small or 
they remember me from a film.” 

But Davis hasn’t let fame go 
to his head and is remarkably 
down-to-earth. 

He always thinks that each 
job he gets will be his last. 

“T am never afraid to ask a 
producer who is making a 
movie if he has got anything for 
me. You can’t sit back and 
watch for the phone to ring.” 

And he doesn’t. He has 
written a film script, has tried 
his hand at directing, which he 
would like to continue with, 
and he also wants to be the first 
small person to present a 
national TV show. 

But for now, he is taking a 
year off pantomime and 
looking forward to having a 
“magical” family Christmas at 
home with his wife and his five- 
year-old daughter Annabelle. 

He has been so busy that I 
had to interview him on the way 
home to Peterborough after a 
hard day’s rehearsal in Bucking- 
hamshire. Despite that, he was 
easy to talk to — friendly and 
outgoing. He is obviously 
totally at ease with who he is. 

“T have got no worries about 
being small. I would be small if I 
was to live my life again. People 
pierce their ears and dye their 
hair to stand out but I don’t 
have to do anything different. If 
I wasn’t small, | would probably 
dye my hair red.” 
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On the ball: Jack Teen (left) practises his skills Woe flying 
to Japan as part of the four-person English under-16 electric wheel- 
chair football team in November. The ten-day trip was organised 
by the spinal injury charity ASPIRE. www.aspire.org.uk 


Sallors are In 


Britain’s disabled sailing team 
has qualified for the 2004 
Paralympics after coming 
second in the 2002 Disabled 
World Sailing Championships 
in the Netherlands. 

The British team lost to 
Germany by one point but 
beat the Canadian and 
Australian teams. 

They needed a top-seven fin- 
ish to secure a Paralympic 
place, but second position 
should mean that team mem- 
bers Ed Suckling from London, 


CAN YOUR 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 


Andrew Cassell from the Isle of 
Wight and Brian Harding from 
Hampshire have a high chance 
of being selected to represent 
Britain. 

Gasselle=skipper ot the 
23-foot, fixed-keel Sonar, said: 
“We beat Australia, who won 
the gold medal in Sydney, and 
feel we are back on form.” 

The screw plans to go 
to Miami next summer for a 
pre-Paralympic regatta. 

Britain won gold in the 1996 
Paralympics. 


POWERCHAIR 


Athletes with learning disabili- 
ties have been banned from 
world championship events 
until their ruling bodies agree 
new eligibility criteria. 

If new rules are not agreed in 
time, they will also be barred 
from competing in the 2004 
Paralympics in Athens. 

The decision taken by 
the International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) follows 
cheating in the Sydney 2000 
Paralympics, where non-disabled 


athletes competed in events for 
learning disabled athletes. 

The IPC has said the new cri- 
teria must make it more difficult 
for athletes to abuse the system. 

The International Sports 
Federation for Athletes with 
Intellectual Disabilities (INAS- 
FID) is now working on its own 
eligibility system, which will be 
announced this month. 

An IPC spokeswoman said: 
“INAS-FID is working on a 
new system to make sure there 


Athletes face ban 


can’t be any cheating. We won’t 
be taking any decisions on 
inclusion (in the Paralympics) 
until the INAS-FID makes a 
suggestion about eligibility.” 

The IPC decision means 
learning disabled athletes will 
not be able to compete in 
the swimming world champi- 
onships in Argentina this 
month and will probably 
miss the Nordic skiing world 
championships in Germany 
in February. 


Football and 
cricket in World 
Cup clashes 


England’s blind cricket and 
football teams are to compete 
in World Cup tournaments 
this month. 

The cricket squad is heading 
for India, while the B1 football 
team will compete in Brazil. 

The B1 Cricket World Cup 
takes place 3-14 December, and 
the B1 Football World Cup is 
between 29 November and 
8 December. 

Tim Guttridge, a member of 
the cricket team and interna- 
tional cricket secretary for 
British Blind Sport, said: “We 
have a really good squad this 
year and my aim would be to 
reach the semis.” 


stadium scores 


Football fans have welcomed 
plans to provide state-of-the- 
art access for people with 
disabilities at the new £750m 
Wembley Stadium, but have 
expressed concern about 
parking facilities. 

The new national football 
stadium will include 400 
wheelchair positions on plat- 
forms with unrestricted view- 
ing, wider seats for people 
with mobility difficulties, and 
improved sound. 

There will also be lift access 
to different levels, and accessi- 
ble food counters and toilets. 

Alan Milner, chair of the 
National Association of 
Disabled Supporters (NADS), 
said: “As a stadium it will be 


unsurpassable in terms of an 
access point of view and in 
terms of creature comforts.” 

But he said he was worried 
about parking facilities. “That 
will be a big barrier to disabled 
people. They are working on 
the premise that people will use 
public transport.” 

A Football Association 
spokesman said the plans 
included 250 parking spaces for 
holders of blue badges. 

One of the lead architects, 
Ben Vickery, said disabled 
supporters were involved in 
early discussions about the 
stadium and were likely to be 
brought in again to discuss the 
details now construction is 
under way. 


Ideal for those who have a higher dependency 
on comfort including stoke recovery and long 


stay elderly 


Easy to manoeuvre, combining efficient 
moving and handling with postural care 


Unique patented continuous tilt gas spring 
adjustment to ensure that seat height and 
balance remain unchanged in every position 


Variable seat and back support positioning 
achieves a high level of pressure relief 


Two seat options in one frame (51cm 
and 56cm) 


Drum brakes operated by hand or foot from 
any position around the chair 


Assembled to meet individual needs through a 
comprehensive range of accessories 


For more information call 
FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


BOW RAINBOW REHAB, FREEPOST, 

AIN The Coach House, 134 Purewell 

mS EHAB Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 


disabilitynow December 2002 


18 Comment 


USTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Chris Toulson claimed that 
Golf Trolls costing £125 were 
bring converted to Wheelchair 
[rolls at £399 by adding “al 
(DN, November). 
The website he accessed was 
yt the Trolltech site a 
have not supplied this company 


of metalwork” 
nd we 
over two years. 
Che recommended retail 
price of the Golf Troll is £199. 
The Wheelchair Troll is £499. 


So the difference? 


KBAR w 
RB gm, sin 
\ ; l ie S ‘lq C 
¥ Ye? 7 OR 


‘creen’s promise to 
bolish local education author- 
ry appeals panels (DN, 

‘ er) demonstrates the 


ig lack of thought 
vchind the Tories’ bandwagon 
2, and confirms Tory 
party chairperson Teresa May’s 
cription of her party as the 
y party”. 
In an attempt to strike a 
se in front of the Tory 
ir Green has 
4 a policy that hits 
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Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Firstly, the Golf Troll is 
designed to move a load of 30 
kilos, whereas the Wheelchair 
Troll is designed to push three 
times that. Even if you got the 
Golf Troll to move a wheelchair 
on the flat (it will not push it 
uphill), its gearbox would strip 
on contact with the first kerb, 
or the speed control electronics 
would burn out. 

The Wheelchair Troll has a 


much larger motor, electronics 


of thought’ 


children with learning 
disabilities, especially autism, 
and flies in the face of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
Let’s hope that the next time 
the Tories demonstrate their 
“caring” credentials, they 
consult with the experts to see 
how their policies would affect 
people in the real world. 
Cllr Paul Holmes MP 
Liberal Democrat Disability 
Spokesperson 
House of Commons, SW1 


Trolltech gives ‘rip off” response 


and a gearbox inside. Add to 
that regenerative braking, dead 
man’s handles, a battery 
condition meter, wheelchair 
fixing clamps and lifting 
mechanism, none of which are 
required on the Golf Troll, and 
you can see where the price 
comes from. 

DH Jackson 

Chairman 

Trolltech 

Godstone, Surrey 


Difficult gift 


The article about Luke Jackson 
(DN, November) was one of 
the best articles on autism that 
I’ve ever read. 

Tam a 13-year-old with 
Asperger syndrome (AS) and I 
feel that Luke has done a lot for 
kids and teenagers like me by 
writing his book. It really tells 
young people with AS that 
“Different can also be cool” 
and that they are not a freak or 
have an illness, but as Luke, me 
and others think, a gift that can 
be difficult to deal with at times. 
Callum Harrison 
Dagenham, Essex 


Duplicate badges 


“Tt would jolly helpful,” I said 
to Buckinghamshire County 
Council, “if I could have a 
duplicate blue badge for my 
son, Warwick”. I explained 
there were many occasions 
when I parked and took him 
somewhere and his carer (in 
another car) collected him later, 
so we need a card for each car. 
“No way”, they said. 

The Department of 
Transport said there were 
already 2.3 million badges and 
it would increase scope for 
abuse. I don’t get this. 

Trevor Kent, email 


One into one won't go 


My wife is in an NHS wheel- 
chair, model C54, and we 
recently looked at the Ford 
Fusion (DN, November) as a 
Motability vehicle. Alas, her 
wheelchair would not sit in the 
boot and allow the lid to close. 
What wheelchair allows two to 
be “easily accommodated” in 
the boot space? 

Stanley Nevill, email 


‘I cannot keep the 
house warm enough’ ; 


I’ve tried getting a response to my concerns about the 
winter fuel payment (wpf) from the Department of — 
Work and Pensions, but have had no success — mayb: 

you would be able to achieve more. 

The “government spokesperson” keeps saying that the 
government has no plans to extend wpf to severely disabled 
people, since help is already available through Disability Living - 
Allowance (DLA). I would like to raise several points about this, 
but have been fobbed off by the DWP (then DSS) so many time 
that I know it is not worth contacting them. Perhaps pun w 
have more luck. 

rue Needing extra heating is not part of the eligibility cee 

‘DLA~it does not affect either the award of the benefi 

ear of benefit. If the government insists that it does, t 


ae Ol uld be included 1 in the claim procedure. 


a 


Ej 
-] 
: 


2 
“ 
+ 
oe 
* 
= 
a 


;  oo58 if you cannot leave the house), so this cannot in 


"amount for heating. 
3. le (care component) is awarded if someone needs me 


we f iF |. Now that social services are allowdl to take DLA 
é the argument that people do not use their DLA te 
fore care is no longer valid — ifi it ever was. So this benefit ¢ 


Sareea) 


IT would simply like to be able to keep my living room and 
‘bedroom warm enough so that I don’t suffer so badly during — 
cold weather, without building huge debts — is that too much to 
ask? Apparently for this government, it is. 
- I would be grateful if you could present these points to 
someone who might be able to answer them — or to someone 
who might be able to take them further, such as Lord Ashley, 
Lord Morris or Roger Berry MP. 
Tricia Higgins, e-mail 
Your letter covers the argument for extending winter fuel pay- 
ments to severely disabled people so thoroughly that we have run| 
it in full on this page. I handed your e-mail to Andrew Smith, the | 
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions on 1 November. Roger 
Berry MP received a copy and raised the issue with Minister for 
Disabled People Maria Eagle at a Parliamentary All Party S| 
Disability Group meeting on 6 November (see page 6). 1 have — 
not had a response from Andrew Smith — Editor 


Doesn’t he realise this sort of 
“joke”doesn’t cut the mustard; 


by Dan Batten In-ape-propriate behaviou! 
The University of St Andrews’ | 

debating society has been hel 
basted for planning a public | 
debate entitled “This house 
would rather support a chim- | 
panzee than a disabled child”, 
based on a quote from the con} 
troversial philosopher Peter 
Singer. The debate, publicised | 
with posters, drew complaints | 
and was cancelled. Wouldn’t | 
chimps and disabled people 
have more intelligence than to 
be caught up with such idiots? 


Silly sausage 
On an October 
editon of Radio 
2’s religious Good 
Morning Sunday programme, 
presenter and comedian Don 
Maclean informed listeners 
that the upcoming week was 
both British Sausage Week and 
Dyslexia Week. The two clash- 
ing meant it would be 
“mangers and bash for every- 
one”, according to Maclean. 


The Volkswagen Sharan,.Ford. Galaxy, Seat Alhambra, - 
quality M.P.V.’s matched with quality. conversion where LM 
wheelchair passenger travels centrally, immediately {\\ b 
behind the driver and front passenger. Seating TOF, friends 
or family is provided either side. 


New Sharan SL with standard roof (54” headroom) 
from £26, 479.53 (2.0 SL’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 


Including raised roof (59” headroom) 
from £27,929.53 (2.0 SL petrol, manual 6 speed). 


VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN - 
FAMILY. STYLE 
WITH QUALITY 


— 


W@ Brotherwood conversion of 7 


) # the Volkswagen Sharan. 
 V.C.A. Type Approval 


pe % Brotherwood conversion 
if ) 5 4 of the Fiat Multipla. 
i Clara: V.C.A. Type Approval 
The Brotherwood conversion of the iat WL FeRmESE No. LCSS6/A057 | 
. = > Ye en i 


award winning Fiat Muttipla provides 
access to the front of the vehicle via a shallow tear entry 
ramp. Seated alongside-the driver, the wheelchair, | 
passenger is able to enjoy the pleasure of clear visibility” Ry 
and a comfortable ride position whilst totally secured: le ~, 

a fully tested restraint and personal safety belt. . 


Multipla irom £20,864.40 EZ, 
- Petrol 1.6 SX - Manual 5 speed or Diesel available. Low’& level floor through 
to forward passenger position with 56" headroom. C : 


THE FIAT MULTIPLA - SIDE BSI SEATING NG F 


3 


W Brotherwood conversion of 
the Renault Kangoo. 5 Door. 
V.C.A. Type Approval 

oTHE MARK OF A QUALITY No. LC357/A/059 


J Brotherwood conversion of 
< ™ the Citroén Berlingo. 5 Door. 
Pe x “@ V.C.A. Type Approval 
, ewinctr acoury No. EES. Ext. No.2 
a“ Eres 


dB 
Brotherwood conversion of the 
Mm Mercedes Vaneo in current development jig 
. Band test programme. V.C.A. Type 


THE MARK OF A QUALITY 
SE REO PS under application. 


Petrol 1. 2 16v Authentique - anal a ae 


= ag Sees or Automatic, Diesel available. Low & Level floor [Ae 
R arlingg fon $ 14.373 50 Al 
DEFINGO from 2 14,0/ 0.09 (61” flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom: [Xe 1 Wy 
- 14j Petrol Forte - Manual 5 speed, Low & Level Ain) Tis f ‘s, 
floor (61” flat floor conversion) with 57” headroom. =~ New Mercet ae Rrathar ih ; 


- available with a choice:of 1.6 ae 2.0 petrol or. 1.7 diesel engines with manual 5 speed Or autora tterigrissions. Kow : jevel floor with 1500mm (60”) headroom. 


A BROT HERWOOD D 


a WA 
Phone now for more details and Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset: pidlear® ) leay: 01935 872853). e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 
avalaiity, © Visit dur website www.brotherwood.com formorg information on/eur, gomplete range of conversions 
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20 @, Christmas special 


Christmas is looming, but don’t panic — Dan Batten, Nuala Calvi and Anne Davies have present ideas for everyone 


knitted-out 

Knitwear is huge this season — the bigger and chunkier the 
better. Marks & Spencer leads the way with its new range 
of women’s woollens, including this machine-washable 
ribbed jumper (£32), cable wrap cardigan (£39) and fur 


collar cardigan (£39). 

Textures can be mixed and matched with a speckled brown 
tweed roll-neck sweater (£29.99) and neutral embroidered 
fake fur trim jacket (£49.99), both in pure lambswool. 


House of Fraser's “new rustic” collection for men 
features moleskin trousers, argyle sweaters and roll-neck 
rib twists sweaters in various colours from £35. 

4 se oe a A Ae x 


toasty tots 


Kids love to keep up with the fashions, but if 
your budget can’t keep up with the kids, go for a 
stone fur trim coat from Debenhams to keep 
them warm this winter (£40-£45, girls 3-7). The 
chunky buttons are easy to do up and the hood is 
detachable. Girls can also follow this season’s 
love affair with sheepskin at Debenhams, with 
one of the gorgeous cream coats from J Junior by 
Jasper Conran (£45-£50). 

Boys will love looking mean and moody in the 
new David Beckham range at Marks & Spencer. 
The Beckham coat costs £35-£40, while other 
numbers include Beckham picture pyjamas (£19) 
and a grey dressing gown with red Beckham 
motif (£28) — perfect for posing. Ages 4-16. 


WOMEN: 

® Chocolate brown suede gloves with 
silk lining (left), £22.99, Next 

@ Cashmere-lined, wipe-clean leather 
gloves, £35, Marks & Spencer 

@® Water-repellent, machine-washable 
fleece gloves, £10, Marks & Spencer 

® Multicoloured crochet pull-on hat, 
£14.99, Accessorize 

@ Stripey woolly bobble hat (below), 
£14.99, Accessorize 


Fawn suede-look jacket with fleece lining (left), 
£85, from Marks & Spencer 


MEN: 
@ Stone flecked knitted gloves with 
fleece lining, £7.99, Next 


) Le 

@ Italian black suede gloves, £40, Pens <i 
House of Fraser, Linear Collection eee” 

® Camel faux fur deerstalker with ¥ — Bin. 
mock leather ties, £14.99, Next es” ae 


@ Brown and stone knitted wool hats 
(two pack), £12.99, Next 
@ Ski beanie in red or blue, £12, Marks & Spencer 


was any tro 


everybody was wonderful when we 
aniique chic 

Black is back for party dresses, so make the most of 
this year’s vintage and antique-inspired 


to see Gowrings Mobility 


accessories. Rambling roses Mrs. Irene Smith of Gloucester 


decorate elegant hair slides 
(£5.99) and antique bell 
earrings (£9.99) are studded 
with pink stones at 
Accessorize, while this 
Romany-style beaded 

necklace (£14.99, Next) feels 
truly bohemian. For a touch of 
old-fashioned glamour, go for a 
diamante frame evening bag with 
metal shoulder chain (£20) or luxurious 
gold lace shawl with flowing tassles (£21), 
both from Marks & Spencer. 


Ex-Vogue model Patience Bradley has designed the first 
ever range of evening wear especially for women who use 
wheelchairs. Pieces include ball gowns with detachable 
Capes, and trousers with ankle clips for standing. Bradley is 
holding a fashion show in Temple Patrick, Northern Ireland, 
on 1 December and hopes to be taking orders in the near 
future. For more information, tel: 07966 416553. 


For more information about the clothes featured on this 
page, visit the websites at www.accessorize.co.uk, 
www.debenhams.com, www.houseoffraser.co.uk, 
www.marksandspencer.com and www.next.co.uk 
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let there be light 


Want to make your house look 
Christmassy or find a gift for house- 
proud friends? Marks & Spencer has a 
pretty Manor House hurricane lamp in 
etched glass (left), which would look 
super on a festive table (£20), tel: 020 
7268 1234, www.marksandspencer.com, 
while the latest Cole and Mason Savvy 
Grip pepper and salt balls (all grip, no 
slip) look good and are practical 
(£11.99 each), tel: 01252 522322, 
www.coleandmason.co.uk 

Set the festive mood with a light 
therapy, mood-enhancing lamp (right). 
Made by Carmen, the lamp has four 
colours to choose from or put it on 
“swish setting” for relaxing colour 
changes (£24.99), tel: 0845 658 9700. 


tough teddy 


If you want to 

get young ones a 
traditional toy with 
a modern twist, try 
a teddy bear from 
the Blue Foot ‘ 
Bear Company. “y 
They have a range 
of bears in a variety of 


no more wire hangers! 


For children, there’s the Oxfam jungle coathanger, 
which comes with a bag of fair-trade, chocolate 
raisins. Available for £6.99 at 238 Oxfam 
stores in the UK. Tel: 0845 300311, 
www.oxfam.org.uk/shops/find 


costumes, including a 
rebel bear in a leather 


jacket (right). You can send a get well bear 
to a poorly pal and even propose marriage 
via a bear. From £25.99, tel: 0870 9090 007, 


www.bluefootbear.co.uk 


After Irene’s husband had a heart attack and a stroke on the 
same day she needed help. After she’d come to see us she knew 
she'd get it. Their Kangoo has changed their lives and meant that 
they’ve even joined a couple of new clubs, they recommend 
Gowrings Mobility to everybody. 


We understand the Mobility needs of wheelchair passengers and 
offer a great combination of personal service and a wide choice of 
vehicles. Find out how we can help your situation. 


@ FREE no obligation @ The UK's largest 


nationwide test manufacturer 
drive and of wheelchair SWrings 
demonstration passenger NObility 
service vehicles 

@ Widest range of @ All servicing 
converted vehicles carried out 


@ Friendly and at your 
experienced local 
advisors garage 


To receive a FREE information pack simply ring our 
Lo-call number 0845 608 8020 or fill in the coupon below 


Lo-call 0845 608 8020 


www.qowrinasmobilitv.co.uk 


Kangoo special price promotion | 


Please complete and return this coupon to: 
Gowrings Mobility, FREEPOST, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5ZW. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss First Name 


aa | 


J Surname 


Address 


FCP-DN-12/02 


Postcode 


eae | Home Tel. 


[| Send me more information 


gowrings 
[_] Contact me to organise a test drive ee 
Ss em accredited supplier mobi i ity 


why pay more? 
If you hate paying high-street prices for 
DVDs, music and games, then play.com is 
for you. They have all the latest releases at 
significantly reduced prices and, if you have 
a DVD player that takes American discs, you 
can order Hollywood blockbusters before 
they reach the UK. The latest CDs start at 
£8.99, and there are big discounts on video 
games. What’s more, there are no delivery 
charges. Tel: 0845 800 1020, www.play.com 


chocolates & sweets 


r= ‘. Lindt has a festive range, includ- 
ing chocolate Santas in three 
sizes (from £1.99) and a pack 
of five miniature Santas. 
And for adults, there’s the 
exclusive liqueur range, 
including Remy Martin 
champagne cognac inside a 
dark chocolate shell (£7.99) 
Another treat for grown-ups 
is Guylian’s chocolate pralines in a 
stylish, shaped box of seashells 
(£6.99) (left). They also have giftboxes 
for £5.99 and smaller boxes at £2.99. 
Stores like Waitrose, Aldi and Sainsbury’s 
have their own brand of Belgian chocolates and 
truffles in a variety of prices and packaging. 


have a ball 


For something that will 
keep you all amused long after 
Christmas, try the Tip Top ping 
pong and pool table from Memorise This. 
Be warned, though: your house will suddenly 
become very popular with this item in place. £359, 
tel: 0870 738 8000, website: www.memorisethis.com 


teas and biscuits 


Good teas are always welcome. Jacksons of Piccadilly’s latest 
one, for the National Gardens Scheme’s 75th anniversary, is the 
Garden Blend caddy, It’s a classic blend and deliciously refresh- 
ing. (£3.99, 10p of which goes to the scheme). There are also 
250g Victorian caddies (£4.65) or mini caddies at £1.99 each. 
Whittard’s Cool Yule selection includes sets of hand-painted 
ceramics, including a collection of two mugs, tea and shortbread. 
There are also Cool Yule tea bags and Hangover fruit tea bags for 
£2.50. Stockists: 0800 0154 394, www.whittard.com 
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Season's readings 


If you dread the thought of spending time with the relatives this 
Christmas, a good book is a sure way to divert their attention. 


AISING THE BAR 


New Horizons in Disability Sport : 


ave you lost the plot 

with this year’s 

Christmas shopping? 
The easy solution is to buy 
books — there’s something for 
everyone, and best of all, you 
can buy all your presents on 
the web if you like. 

Sports enthusiasts will love 
Raising the Bar: New 
Horizons in Disability Sport 
by Artemis AW Joukowsky 
und Larry Rothstein, with a 
preface by Christopher Reeve 

Imbrage Editions, £28). 
th quotes and stunning 


of athletes from 

che world, the book 

history of internat- 
ability sport from 
international games 
\landeville in 1952 


to the Paralympics as we 
know them today. A must for 
relatives and friends. 
da gift for an animal 
vet them Partners for 
ie Stories of Canine 
jane Bidder 
Orion, £9.99}, Its a 


collection of stories about 


i 7 . 

the assistance dogs provided 
by charity Canine Partners, 
dogs that can help with 

ves oy 


a ee 
oe 


Wd Vou want to work with 0 


~ We are looking to export 


and pay for agent Introduction 


fos three years 


oe it Ii on on-referral | eads 
you Speak foreign languages 
have contacts overseas ? 


x. | am interested in:- 


= Working with Cyclo 
foe reerds . ] 


age will love Barrington Stoke’s 
books for “reluctant, dyslexic, 
disenchanted and under- 
confident readers”. The 
company has a good range of 
gripping novels with trendy 
covers for teenagers — great 
gifts they won’t be ashamed to 
be caught reading. Try Baby 
Baby by Vivian French, about 
the unlikely meeting of Pinkie 
with her bright pink hair and 
biker boots and April in her 
pretty clothes and snow-white 
trainers (£4.50); Cold Heart of 
Summer by Alan Gibbons, a 
chilling ghost story (£4.50); 
Stalker by Anthony Masters, in 
which Sarah finds herself in an 
uncertain world where no one 
can be trusted (£4.50); or Fall 
Out by Rosie Rushton, in which 
Jemma gets a text message that 
threatens to ruin her life and 
makes her question the loyalty 
of new friends (£4.50). There 
are also book and tape ranges 
for younger readers. 
www.barringtonstoke.co.uk 

The Mum Trap by Ruth 
Symes (Andersen Press, £3.99), 
suitable for a reading age of 
over eight, is the story of Anna 
and her sister Gemma, a 


By the award-winning 
author of THE EXILES 


anything from loading the 
washing machine and stripping 
the beds to dressing their owner 
and paying for shopping. 

Fiction fans can try Shadow 
of the Eagle by Augustine Nash 
(Bloozoo Publishing, £8.99) — 
it took the 65-year-old author, 
who now has arthritis and a 
twisted spine after years of 
lifting patients as a nurse, 

12 years to get published. 
Shadow of the Eagle, which 
was put forward for the Man 
Booker Prize by its publisher, 
is a story of love, jealousy 
and tragedy inspired by events 
that happened to the Nez 
Perce Indians of North 
America in the 19th century. 
A book to curl up with on a 
dark Christmas evening! 

For friends or relatives who 
prefer books on tape, there’s a 
huge range. Try Nick Hornby’s 
How to be Good (BBC Word 
for Word, £25.99), David 
Starkey’s Elizabeth (BBC Word 
for Word, £35.99), Sue 
Townsend’s Number Ten 
(Penguin Audiobooks, £8.99) 
or Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells 
(Pan Macmillan, £8.99). 

Children with a low reading 


@® Ultralight 


@ Sports 
Wheelchairs 


® Elite 


ae oe . Performance 
incall parts of the ie ver sektie 
Ke ja 
ring the type of. ¥ Wheelchairs 
, @ Bespoke 
Design 


fs ® Cutting Edge 
f'——- Technology 


® Titanium 3-2.5 
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[Cig —** ®@ Aluminium 7020 
Cyclone Moblilty and Fitness are one of the leading Aluminium and Titanium ultralight { 
wheelchair manufacturers. They are also suppliers of fitness and therapy equipment : 
for wheelchair users. We are looking to expand our coverage and want enthusiastic | 
and energetic wheelchair users to join our team of representatives both in the UK and _ 
overseas. If you think you are that person then contact Stuart Dunne at Cyclone. . 
Unit 5 Apex Court, Croft Business Park, Bassendale Road Bromborough, CH62 3RE © 
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ARTEMIS A. W, JOUKOWSKY Ill 
AND LARRY ROTHSTEIN 


PREFACE BY CHRISTOPHER REEVE 


in association with U.S. Paralympics and 
The International Paralympic Committee 


umbrage editions 


wheelchair user, who use a 
lonely hearts column to try to 
find a new partner for their 
widowed father. 

Saffy’s Angel by Hilary 
McKay (Hodder Children’s 
Books, £5.99) is a groovy- 
looking book for children with 
a reading age of over nine. 
Saffron teams up with her 
neighbour, a wheelchair user, to 
delve into the past of her highly 
eccentric family. 

So don’t get stressed about 
present buying this year — nip 
down to your local bookshop 
or log on to the internet and 
you'll have Christmas wrapped 
up in no time at all. 


Books can be ordered online at 
www.waterstones.co.uk 
BBC shop: www.bbcshop.com 


Cavinct 


voss Wheelchairs Ltd 


LEGGERA COMPACT WHEELCHAIR 
with Detachable Front 
SPECIALISTS IN LIGHTWEIGHT CUSTOM BUILT 
WHEELCHAIRS, FOR EVERYDAY USE AND SPORTS. 
HANDCYCLES FOR FUN, LEISURE OR FITNESS. 
CAR HANDCONTROLS, ELAP ROTATING CAR SEATS, 
WHEELCHAIR HOISTS. WHEELCHAIR SPARES, 
UPHOLSTERY, REPAIRS AND CUSTOM PAINT FINISHES. 
Da Vinci Mobility 
Gillmoss Industrial Estate, 6 Carraway Rd, Liverpool, L11 OEE 
TEL: 0151 548 1999 FAX: 0151 548 0333 
WWW.davincimobility.co.uk E: sales@davincimobility.co.uk 


AGILA COURT TENNIS CHAIR 


EE EE Pk 


Christmas special ® 23 


hat might people in 

other countries be 

eating over 
Christmas? In the south of 
France they will eat duck, and 
there is always a table with 13 
different fruits, cakes and 
marzipan to nibble. In Germany 
stollen and lebkuchen (spice 
cakes) are served at coffee time 
and Italians finish off their 
festive meal with panettone 
(sweet, brioche-style bread). 
Many of these foods are 


Y Tesco has a range of wines 
in its “unwind” series, all 
priced at £4.99. 

Y Aldi’s German 
Beerenauslese dessert 
wine sells at £2.99. 

r ASDA carries a wide selec- 
tion of reds and whites. 
For red, try its South 

_ African Graham Beck 

Shiraz (£6.92) or its 
Chateau du Prince Noir 
Bordeaux (£4.28). For 
whites, there’s Riesling 
Kabinett at £3.92. 

Y For parties, try Merry- 
down vintage ciders for a 
change, and be sure you 

have plenty of non- 
alcoholic drinks on hand. 


breast en croute for £18.99, 
while Marks & Spencer’s 
deboned and stuffed whole 
turkey (£32) will go a long 
way and is easy to carve. 
For something 
different, try 
roast partridge 
(allow one per 
person) or 
prepared pheasant 
breasts (above). 


available in UK supermarkets, 
so do try them. 

Here, a festive meal might 
start with smoked salmon. 
Prices vary, but Sainsbury’s has a 
selection pack for £10 (above); 
Aldi’s 200g for £1.99 is very 
good value; and Marks & 
Spencer has four slices for £3.99. 
If you want something different, 
try Tesco’s Finest creamy prawn 
and crab mousse (£3.49). 

For main course, 
turkey is the most 
popular and 


Both are low in fat 
and are available in 
good supermarkets. 
oA Tesco has an easy-to- 
carve duck joint with 
Christmas fruit 


there is a wide stuffing (£10). 
choice and price |g» For vege- 
range. A tarlans, try 
“turkey crown” Marks & 


is ideal for a 
small family. Aldi’s 
crown with 
cranberry, orange and 
herb stuffing is £8.99 for 2.5kg. 
Tesco has stuffed bronze turkey 


y Spencer’s roast 
pepper, courgette 
and tomato tart with 
coriander and lime (£12) 
(left) or Sainsbury’s Christmas 

nut loaf or potato, leek and 


Do you have 
some spare time 
to give to a child 


ind 


x, 


£ 


Call the Foster Carer 
Recruitment hotline now 


020 8770 4250 


For families with a child with special needs such as 

a physical or learning disability it is important that 
everyone gets a break. Being a Respite Foster Carer 
means that whether it is overnight, a weekend or a week 
long stay, you can help a child & their family. 


Sutton urgently needs Respite Foster Carers living in the 
South London & Surrey area, from every walk of life 
and ethnic background. You need a spare room. 

You can be single, married or living together, working or 
unemployed, a homeowner or renting, male or female, 


gay, lesbian or straight & 25 to 60+. 


6 


Sutton 


We give a financial allowance, training 
& ongoing support to all our foster carers. 


Festive feasts 


Anne Davies seeks out easy-to-serve traditional treats — and 
some that will give your meal an unusual twist 


camembert bake (£2.49 each). 
Traditional rich fruit 
puddings, including ones for 
special diets, are widely 
available. A frozen dessert is a 
good alternative and is less rich. 
Try Sainsbury’s apricot and 
amaretto trifle (£7.99). Marks 
& Spencer has a connoisseur 
chocolate praline pudding, 
which is gluten and wheat-free 
(£14.99), and a sponge base 
with glazed fruit topping 
(£16.99). Tesco is offering a 
chocolate and brandy 
alexander in its 
Finest range 
\ (£7.99), and 
cranberry, 
} redcurrant and 


Sainsbury’s (above), ASDA, 
Aldi and other supermarkets, 
and Hallmark has 12 for £5.99 
(with a guarantee that each one 
bangs or your money back!). 
Try having tea by 
candlelight. Iced fruit cakes 
are plentiful, so here are some 
alternatives. Oxfam has an 
organic, fruit-laden cake 
topped with brazil and cashew 
nuts. Sainsbury’s has an iced 
sponge in the shape of a 
snowman (centre) and Marks 
& Spencer is offering a robin 
gift cake (£4.99) (left). 
m Panettone is 
®\ available from all 


- 


| orange ona 
citrus mousse 
(two for £2.49). 
Finish off your 
meal with a 
selection of cheeses. 
There are plenty of crackers 
to choose from, 
including savoury, 
wheat-free biscuits 


from Sainsbury’s 
Free-from range, 


good super- 
markets. 


which are Other teatime 
crunchy and full treats include 
of flavour. warm scones 


with jam — try 
” Duchy Originals 
conserves (£2.45). 
Happy Christmas! 


End the meal 
with crackers of the 
“pulling” variety. There 
are good-value boxes at 


Lifts Wheelchairs, Electric Wheelchairs and Electric Scooters 


¢ Fits saloons, 
hatchbacks, estates, 
people carriers and 
4x4's. 


¢ Three models to lift 
30kg, |00kg and 
|50kg wheelchairs 
and scooters. 


¢ Power in/out 
option on 100 & 
150kg models. 


* Radio remote 
control operation 
on all power in/out 
models. 


* Easily transferred to your next vehicle. 


CALL FREE ON 0800 214 045 FoR INFORMATION. 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION ON REQUEST 


FITTING THROUGHOUT THE UK 
Offices in Southampton, AUTOCHAIR \ 
Matlock & Northampton. 


Save the VAT on new cars with 
most Autochair products. 
Finance and grants possible. 


Website: www.autochair.co.uk 
E-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 
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Spek ¢, Christmas special 


InNaspin , 
Allan Sutherland has ideas 
for all those cycling fans 


If you feel extravagant and know a cycling enthusiast, 
try the Kickbike (right) from Vroom Scooters. 
They can be used for recuperation from injuries 
because the kicking/scooting action has a 
very low impact on your legs. The lack of a 
fixed riding position distributes the work 
amongst many muscle groups without 
strain on any particular sets of joints 

and without weight resting on any par- 
ticular part of the body. For keeping 
muscle tone, maintaining mobility and 
having fun, Kickbikes are a more flexible 
means of transport than bicycles. Prices 
start at £199. www.vroomscooters.co.uk, 
tel: 07817 192652 (accepts text messages). 


For a cheaper cycling gift, try Specialized’s handy EMT 

Comp tool (left), which features a tyre lever, chain tool, spoke 
wrenches, T2s Torx for disc brakes and a bottle/can opener. It also 

» has a set of Allen keys, plus flat head and Philips screwdrivers. 

© Also available in a lighter Sport version. The Comp is £19.99 and 

the Sport £9.99. For stockists, tel: 01372 840800, www.specialized.com 


@ The Chicken Shed Theatre 


fi 2 
: : : fe Ve EVE | {Ss Company’ magical Christmas 
EX. od te musical is The Nutcracker and 


the Mouse King, 4 December- 


@ A Victorian Christmas at Activities include carol 18 January, at its theatre in 
. Apsley House, Hyde Park singing, tours for children and Chase Side, London N14. 
| Corner, London W1, 7-8 talks on Victorian traditions. Tickets start at £9. For more 
- December, will definitely get Some are BSL interpreted. details, tel: 020 8292 9222, 
_ you in the yuletide mood. Free entry. Tel: 020 7499 5676. minicom: 020 8350 0676. 


Ses AER tle 


order your copy online 


. 


c 


Subscribing to DN is now even easier! For those 4 

of you who wish to pay securely online, the A 
Address: 

waiting is finally over. Visit our website and tell i 
us where to send your monthly copy. Prefer to 


ay the old fashion ? 
pay ed way? Call our brand new y We enclose a cheque or postal order for £ 


« ww. disabilitynow.org.uk 


P= wee 


DN12/02 


disabilitynow December 2002 


hotline number and you'll only be charged at : which includes a donation OF £ oo. 
your local rate (0845 1207001). I | authorise you to charge my Visa |_} Mastercard [_] Switch [_] 
| 
» Crd No.; DOO) O00 00000) OO 
MORE GOOD NEWS! Hue No. (Switch ont) 
Are you on a means-tested benefit? If so, you can y Valid from: LJ_/J_) Expiry date: (J_/_J 
subscribe to DN at no cost! Simply attach proof ] 
of entitlememt to this form (documentation | te 
showing name of claimant and benefi oe a 
g ant and benefit type). l Cheques payable to Disability Now. Send to address see below left. 
Benefits accepted: income support, housing 
benefit, council tax exemption, disabled person’s y [hose on means-tested benefits FREE See details on left 
tax credit, job seeker’s allowance. I Individual at home address | year £18 O 
I 
For more information, call our HOTLINE. I ea ENS, 
pe One Oi gatsaoG | year £28 ©) 
—— , Z yeas: - £53 C) 
Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST y Europe Lyear ~ £33+©) 
LON18316, Patchway, Bristol BS32 0ZZ I Rest of world lyear = £35 CE 
i Multiple copy rates available on request. 


Sue Heaton finds equipment that friends | | 
and relatives will really thank you for | 
As an occupational 

therapist, ’m in a &, 
good position to suggest 
gadgets and gizmos for 


Christmas presents. ea 


But, personally, 


~ 


I fancy a voucher for a not feeling so oo 
complementary therapy or great. The com- Wott \ 
beauty session — or how pany’s best sellers 3 
about the CD Music for are the Tartan EAN 
Relaxation from New Multi Purpose 
World Music, for £10.95. Wheat Bag with 
Tel: 01986 781682, lavender at £10 or one Py | 
www.newworldmusic.com with a removable cover 
for £12.50. Tel: 01924 849650, 
www.thenatural 
wheatbag.co.uk 


Anything Left-Handed has 
practical gifts including 
fountain pens for adults and 
children (from £10.95), 
coloured leather pocket 
organisers (£29.95), a 
manicure set (above, £14.95) 

and a waiter’s corkscrew 
(£6.95) — real treats if you 
struggle to find left-handed 
kit. Tel: 020 8770 3722, 
www.anything 


The Natural left-handed.co.uk 


Wheat Bag I like the hippo and 
Company makes nice gifts for tortoise play mats from 
anyone with aches and pains— — Promedics. These are fun- 
or anyone that likes a bit of shaped Dycem mats that 
comfort, for that matter. How _ provide an effective non-slip 
about Hug Me Better Golden surface for mealtimes, writing 
Bear (above)? He can be or play (£10.95). Promedics 
bought for £15 or gift also does beverage holders 
wrapped with a lavender oil that clip on to wheelchairs 
atomiser or eucalyptus and and hold glasses, cans or 
citrus decongestant spray for bottles. From £5.50 
£20. The bag in his tummy tel: 01254 619000. 
can heat up to provide sooth- Finally, anyone who likes 


cooking but finds gripping 
difficult will love the Swedish 
Fix It (eft) from 
Homecraft Ability One. 
It allows you to chop, 
slice, grate, peel, 
mix, open and 
a ~-@ cut with one 
ee hand — a whole 
- kitchen-in-one gadget. £51.02. 
tel: 01623 721000. 


ing warmth 
when you’re 


wee, 


top gear 


Looking for gifts for car owners? Halfords is offering novelty car 
cleaning kits and accessories, including a Simpsons car care kit 
gift tin containing air freshener, window sticker, polishing cloth, 
tax disc holder and sponge (£4.99), www.halfords.com 

Clear your conscience by planting a tree with the help of the 
RAC. Each tree costs £7 plus £1 for a greetings card if you want 
to plant the tree as a gift. Tel: 0870 321 4179, 
www.rac.co.uk/plant_a_tree 

The RAC is also offering an 
essential motoring kit, 
including first-aid kit, 
fire extinguisher, 
boot holdall, 
torch and 
atlas. 
£38.99, 
www.rac.co.uk 


Choice for change 


Living 25 


Reconstructive surgery can improve the quality of life for many 
people, but as Nuala Calvi found out, it’s only part of the process 


round 400,000 people 

in the UK have disfig- 

urements to their face 
or bodies resulting from acci- 
dents, illness, cancer treatment, 
conditions present at birth or 
other causes. 

Although surgical 
treatments can “correct” some 
types of disfigurement, the 
question of which procedures 


_ can be regarded as corrective 
" surgery, and which as purely 

_ aesthetic, “cosmetic” surgery, 
_ remains very difficult to 


| 
{ 


answer. 
But surgery can rarely make 


_ a disfigurement disappear 
_ completely, so tackling the 


psychological and social 


_ aspects of disfigurement is 


crucial. 


Changing Faces was set up 
to provide the emotional 
support and advice that has 
traditionally been neglected in 
the treatment of people with 


_ disfigurements. 


According to the charity, 


~ communication skills, 


assertiveness and methods of 
dealing with discriminatory 
attitudes should accompany 
any surgical intervention. 
And more important than 
changing the disfigurement 


itself is changing the social 
attitudes that define it as a 
disability. Changing Faces 
successfully campaigned to 
have disfigurement recognised 
under the Disability 
Discrimination Act as part of 
its work to promote a culture 
of acceptance and equal 
opportunities. 

But there are those who 
strongly believe in the central 
role surgery plays in making 
people feel more socially 
accepted. 

“Tf you are very self conscious 
about a particular aspect of 
your looks — to the point you 
can’t go out of the house — then 
the evidence is that having a 
successful operation can 
improve you psychologically,” 
says Harley Street plastic 
surgeon and author of Plastic 
Fantastic, Dai Davies. 

“There are downsides to 
surgery, but if your 
disfigurement causes you that 
much distress you can’t be 
talked out of it or given pills for 
it — the only way is to change 
the abnormality.” 

Ultimately, as the following 
case studies show, it is up to the 
individual to decide how far he 
or she wants to go with surgery. 


mainly for cosmetic reasons. 
“Tt really got me down and I couldn’t eat for three weeks because my jaw 
was wired together. Then I had bone grafts which were rejected. When the 
consultant wanted to do more surgery, I’d just had enough. 
“The procedure was going to involve wearing scaffolding around my 
head for six weeks and he said I needed it if I wanted to work in science 


A recent collaboration between 
portrait painter Mark Gilbert 
and Dr Ian Hutchinson resulted 
in a national touring exhibition. 
The project is part of Saving 
Faces, the Facial Surgery 
Research Foundation. It ensured 
that potential sitters gave clear 
and informed consent to being 
painted and did not feel any 
coercion to participate. Pictured 
above is Roland S (with radio- 
therapy mask). 

The exhibition travels to The 
Royal Albert Memorial 
Museum, Exeter, 18 January to 
15 March 2003. 


Saving Faces, tel: 020 7601 7582, 
fax: 020 7601 7305, 
www.savingfaces.co.uk 


Changing Faces, tel: 020 7706, 
4232, fax: 020 7706 4234, 
www .changingfaces.co.uk 


David Wheeler was born with a cleft lip and palette and had ten operations 
during his childhood and teens to improve his speech and reshape his 
palette. He is now 35 and works as a piano teacher in Warrington. 

“T was at university when I had the last round of surgery and I thought 
it was going to make my speech better, but I later found out it ‘was done 


because I didn’t “look right”. It was horrifying because I’d spent 20 years getting used to how I 
looked, and now this man, who I believed because he was my consultant, was saying I looked wrong. 

“The procedure would make my face look less flat, but there was quite a risk of my speech 
becoming worse, so I said no. I’ve never regretted not having more surgery. I still have a small hole in 
my hard palette which can occasionally be annoying when little bits of food get stuck in it, but ?m 
used to it. Now I’m in my thirties, I find people either accept me or they don’t. 

“My problem with surgery is it often neglects confidence-building and emotional support. It’s so 
important to get counselling to find out what your expectations are. 

“Tf you’re 18 and think an operation is going to make you everything you’re not, it won’t. After all, 
people who aren’t disfigured have surgery because it’s an excuse for something. ” 


—_ fMotability 
\ 5 ACCREDITED 


Bd call 023 9275 62 


Abby Worth, 13, has craniofacial 
syndrome and had major surgery as a 
young child to relieve pressure on her 
brain caused by premature fusing of her 
skull plates. Abby will soon have the 
option of further surgery to change the 
shape of her face for cosmetic reasons. 

“I haven’t started worrying about the 

surgery yet because it’s still a few years 
off — they can’t do it until you stop growing. I know what it’s 
supposed to do — give me cheekbones and a longer nose — but 
exactly how hasn’t been explained to me. 

“At the moment I’m happy with the way I look and I wouldn’t 
have the surgery just to look better, but I want to be an actress 
and that business is based a lot on image. If I wasn’t getting 
many jobs, I would think about it. I wouldn’t be scared because 
[like hospitals. 

“I sometimes worry about my looks, not really though. I used 
to get weird reactions from people on the street, but I don’t 
anymore — or maybe I’ve just stopped noticing. 

“Changing Faces made a big difference because I met people 
with the same condition and learned comebacks for when 
someone is rude. The best one has to be: ‘I know I’m gorgeous, 
but you don’t have to stare at me all the time!’ 

“I’m confident because that’s my personality, but some people 
might feel they’d fit in more if they changed how they look. One 
of the good points about having surgery is it does give you more 
confidence.” 


James Partridge was involved in a car 
accident at the age of 18 which left him 
with 40 per cent burns on his face and 
body. His experiences led him to set up 
the charity Changing Faces in 1992. 

“When you first become disfigured, 
you go through a mourning process — 

} you grieve the loss of looks. Knowing 

what the reconstructive surgery is giving 
P you makes you pleased but 

then you constantly feel frustrated at the same time that it is all 

you will get back. 

“T spent five years having over fifty operations until I decided 
I'd achieved an aesthetically acceptable face. 

“The surgery did all sorts of things — it created new eyelids, 

a new nose and a completely new chin with skin taken from my 
back. I also had reconstructive surgery on my ears. 

“T learnt an awful lot of lessons during that process, but the 
biggest realisation was that walking down the street, getting 
work or starting a relationship was going to be a lot more 
difficult than any number of operations. 

“T’m still a real patchwork quilt of scars and grafts, but the 
great news is 25 years later, I’m a happy-go-lucky character. 

“At the time, I found the support needed to enable me to 
rehabilitate psychologically and socially was non-existent. 

The job fell on my family and friends and I just learned by trial 
and error. 

“T don’t believe that need ever happen to anyone else again. 
Although you feel extremely isolated and alone at times, it’s clear 
from the thousands of people out there living with a 
disfigurement that you can face life with confidence. 

“The key is ensuring that people with disfigurements learn the 
skills to manage the negative reactions of other people, whether 
they be curiosity, rejection, revulsion, evasion or discrimination. 
Thankfully, the programmes we started at Changing Faces to do 
just that are now becoming available on the NHS. 

“J learnt to use eye contact with people and wear my 
disfigurement with confidence. In the end, it wasn’t about the 
face on its own but the way I wore it.” 
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As a long established company, 2 
Invatravel provide factory built 
people carriers, specially for the 
needs of those with disabilities. 


Caravelle INVATRAVEL 


e Various access options available CONVERSIONS LTD 

e Rear or side, ramp or lift Established 1983 

¢ Options include disabled driver independence 

e Prices from £18,000 ranging to £35,000 97 Lytham Road, 

Hi-Liner Southport, 

* Caters for the taller wheelchair user Merseyside PR9 9UG 

e 58” access through the door and internal Telephone: 01704 506608 
height by a lowered floor section 

e Low (12 degrees) angle ramp Fax: 01704 506607 


e When stationary the roof can be elevated 
to give approx 8 foot internal height 
making transfers a lot easier www.invatravel.com 

e Prices from £16,950 (2.5TDI) 

e We also offer a standard roof Volkswagen 
Transporter with ramp access, prices from 


£14,950 (2.571 DI) @ 


Caddy Kombi 


e Lowered floor for rear access 
with low angle ramp 

e Seating for four plus wheelchair 

e Prices from £13,295 (S model), 


£14,490 (SE model) INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS LTD 


E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 


www .scoot.co.uk/ 


invatravel_conversions 


Established 1983 


E co NVE RTE D CARAVE LLES j N STOC K Recognised Convertor for Volkswagon 


bility. 
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Ice on 


TRAVEL ¢ WORK ¢ MONEY ¢ EQUIPMENT ¢ MOTORING 


now youreable.com to access a new world - 


t www.youreable.com for information and adv 
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| peculiarity isn’t everybody’s 
cup of tea, but then if you’ve 


s predicted, after all 


the excitement 


over 


: . the much-publicised 


hat’s Your Probleme? 
disability series, we are 
back to the three wheel 


now 
chair 


basketball players popping 
up briefly in between BBC 


programmes. Current 


| sightings of disabled people, 


let alone presenters, are once 
again thin on the ground. 


Having said that, M 


at 


Fraser does seem to review 


the papers regularly on 


(BBC1). Why not have 
(or another disabled 


'| presenter) on the other 


The 


| Heaven and Earth Show 


him 


settee, asking the questions? 
No prizes for guessing 


| which channel gave us 


Dwarves in Showbiz. That’s 
right, CS, or “Five” as it is 


now called. Earning a | 
from your physical 


got it, flaunt it. 


ITV1’s new wartime 
crime drama Foyle’s War is 
enjoyable in that let-it-all- 


wash-over-you-on-a- 


Sunday-night kind of way. 
Michael Kitchen is probably 


not the next Morse, bu 
nice to see his disabled 
sidekick navigating 
thoughtfully through a 
red herrings to find 


} whodunnit. 


iving 


t it’s 


ll the 


The monstrous manager | 


| David Brent finally got 
} comeuppance in BBC2’s The | 
Office, but not before he’d | 
| made patronising disabled | 
| people into an Olympic 
demonstration sport on 
Children in Need day. You 
reap what you sow, David. 
My mate Kim Tserkesie is 


apparently going down 


storm as powerchair-using 
shopkeeper Polly Pocket in 
Ballymory, the new kids’ 

| show on CBeebies. Perhaps 
theyll give it a terrestrial 
airing and then we can all 


see It. 


his 


a 


Five’s Plastic Surgery | 


Ruined My Life was th 


(S 


usual nightmare scenario of 


vanity triumphing over 
common sense. People 
under knives wielded b 


went 
y 


butchers and plain greedy, | 
unscrupulous men. But 
what did they expect? As the | 
woman with the doubleF | 


breasts said: “I’ve brou 
on myself.” Quite. 


ght it 


Jane Shepherd | 


Harry Potter and the 
| Chamber of Secrets 


oood 


arry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets is 
darker than its prede- 
cessor, with Harry learning 
more about the forces that 
bind him to the evil Lord 
Voldemort, climaxing in an 
underground battle with his 
nemesis. 
But make no mistake: this 
is huge fun — good gags, 
| gripping action, inspired 
_ casting of strong characters 
_ and a satisfying resolution. 
Among its pleasures is that, 


unusually for film adaptations, 


it sticks impeccably close to 
the original novel. (And if you 
don’t know what’s in the 
original, just ask any passing 
ten-year-old.) 

One thing I really like 
about this film is that it’s such 
a good British movie. It uses 
the strengths of British actors, 
with a variety of regional 
accents, and is immensely 
strong for it. How pleasant to 
see American technical skills 
(Industrial Light and Magic, 
George Lucas’s effects 
company) supporting a 
British cast, rather than the 
other way round. 


Among the delights of the 


Coming up D> @ 


> The Hand of Time 


is an exhibition by 
two disabled artists, 
photographer Clifford 
Morris and poet Semba 
Jallow-Rutherford. The 
photographs (below) and 
poems portray five abandoned 
industrial sites, showing how 
nature moves quickly to 
reclaim land. 30 November 
-12 January, Borough Museum 
and Art Gallery, Newcastle 
under Lyme, Staffordshire. 
Parking and good disabled 
access. For more information, 
tel: 01782 619705. 


Ee Wie eae 
CLIFFORD MORRIS: s 


film is the casting of Kenneth 
Branagh as Gilderoy Lockhart, 
an author who makes Jeffrey 
Archer look modest and self- 
effacing. Branagh plays 
Lockhart as a preening, campy 
thespian, totally in love with 
himself, and has tremendous 
fun doing so. The knockabout 
duel between Lockhart and 
the sinister Severus Snape 
(Alan Rickman) gains extra 
pleasure from the realisation 
that one is watching two 
giants of the British stage. 

The special effects are, on 


London’s Chicken Shed 
Theatre Company is 
looking for two volunteers to 
extend its provision of audio- 
described performances. 
Contact Beverley Ward, 

tel: 020 8351 6161, e-mail: 
beverleyw@chickenshed.org.uk 


Vital Arts is holding an 
GD exhibition of Steven 
Bloch’s photography of 
Magpie Dance company, a 
group of dancers with learning 
disabilities, at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, London EC1A, until 
3 January. Contact Vital Arts, 
The Royal London Hospital, 
Whitechapel Road, London E1, 
LAMO20T 377 7127. 


the whole, excellent (the big 
exception being Hermione’s 
acquisition of a cat’s head, 
which looks like something 
from a cheap production of 
Dick Whittington). Dobby the 
house-elf is computer- 
generated, but entirely faithful 
to JK Rowling’s original 
description. And the Aragog 
sequence, where Harry and 
Ron are surrounded by giant 
spiders, is seriously creepy. 

One of the staff, Professor 
Flitwick, is played by Warwick 
Davies, an actor with 


= There will be a talk on 
? the Versace exhibition 
for people with visual impair- 
ments at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, London SW7 
at 1lam, 2 December. Free. To 
reserve a place, tel: 020 7942 
2197, e-mail: 
bookings.office@vam.ac.uk 


Shape, the UK’s largest 
D iisability arts organisa- 
tion, is launching Activate, a 
new training/employment ini- 
tiative. Activate will train ten 
disabled artists in delivering 


restricted growth, though 
you'd be doing well to spot 
him here. (Flitwick does 
play a more significant role in 
a later story.) But that’s not to 
say that the film has no 
disability relevance. A major 
theme of the movie proves to 
be that expressed by 
Dumbledore (Richard Harris 
in his last major role): “It is 
our choices, Harry, that show 
what we truly are, far more 
than our abilities.” 
See profile, page 16. 

Allan Sutherland 


disability equality training 
using their arts skills. 
Contact Stevie Rice, tel: 
020 7619 6165. 


~~ Coronation Street is 
<p looking for disabled 
background actors with 
professional training or 
experience. Send your CV 
and photo with a covering 
letter, stating access require- 
ments, to Rachael Vennard, 
Coronation Street, 
Granada TV, Quay Street, 
Manchester M60 9EA. 


Wheelchair friendly holidays 
See the best of Europe} 


@ Spanish Winter Sun 


9 Days featuring - Paris Bordeaux & Rocamadour 


@ Just Rome 


Easy pace itineraries 
suitable for those who 
can’t get around freely 
or who have partner’s 
with diabilities 


8 Days featuring - Paris & Lake Annecy, 
@ Paris & Lourdes 

8 Days featuring - Paris, B arittz & 

Rocamadour 


@ Just Prague 


Mon Friday 
8,30 till 7.00 


_ 8 Days featuring - Brussels 


inl ~Out now! 
Open Free Pick ups throughout UK 


Sat-Sunday @Baggage Handling @ Extra legroom 


10 amtill 4.00 @Steward Service 


@ Wheelchair lift 


Martyns Travel Ltd 


0114 2706755 zn sieetcramvess, | swe 
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28 Parent’s voice 


A huge step t 


Anne Long’s daughter never went out and 
rarely smiled — until they were introduced 
to a new respite scheme 


y 31-year-old daughter 


Carol has epilepsy 

and learning difficul- 
ties and has never had one 
friend in all her life. 

She was bullied right 
through her school years, even 
by some teachers. She would 
come home each day and go to 


herself and put us in touch with 
social services. Steve arranged 
for her to go and do computer 
studies one day a week at the 
Glaxo Neurological Centre in 
Liverpool. Brian Simpson, the 
man who runs the scheme, is 
even going to give Carol some 
voluntary work — great. They’ll 


‘| am so happy with it all; it brings tears to my eyes. 
It is amazing to see my daughter eat and talk for the 


first time in 31 years.. 
makes me feel’ 


.| just can’t tell you how it 


ee LL 


her bedroom, even eating her 


meals there. When it was 
school holidays she would live 
in her room. She would never 
eat in front of anyone, not even 
her family. I have never 

known Carol to sing or hum 

— she didn’t even smile very 
often. 

Her life was like this until a 
couple of months ago, when a 
man called Steve Dale, project 
manager at Merseyside adult 
support services, came to talk 
to us. 

Carol’s doctors had realised 


she needed to be taken out of 


S 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 


try her out in the kitchens and 
see how she gets on. She may 
even start serving meals in a 
day centre for old people and, 
if she can manage that, it 
would be marvellous for her. 
Steve also takes Carol and 
three others for confidence- 
building classes at the Glaxo 
Centre every Wednesday night. 
They go to a group where 
people talk about their lack of 
confidence and what they can 
do about it. So far Carol hasn’t 
spoken out —I ask her if she 
has every time she comes home 
— but at least she is discovering 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


All change: the scheme has turned Carol and Anne’s lives around 


that she’s not the only person 
in her situation. 
Carol is also part of a 
new respite scheme which 
takes learning disabled people 
out and about. The scheme 
has about 60 places and it’s 
aimed at adults with mild 
learning disabilities who 
are in need of a social life. 
They have been out for 


“4001952 610300 
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meals and Carol is now happy 
to eat with them. They are 
going to Blackpool, out 

for a Christmas meal and to a 
disco, and there are other 
outings in the pipeline. I want 


Carol writes: | am quiet, camera shy. But now I look in cameras 
and I go out with my mum and dad. I go to Glaxo twice a week 
for confidence and computers. Steve takes me out twice a week 
— Tuesday is the pictures, bowling, going to pubs and for a meal. 
Wednesday is confidence classes and the pub. Since I have been 
out I have met a lot of people. 


° ‘Ultra-slim design 
¢ After sales. care 


° Full guarantee 


) 


4 a4 bv Frederick Brooks sila hie f 1 
C; for his wife Grace, a rheumatoid art hriti 
\ Thirty years later, we are pro te 
bapleies his high standa 


° Rapid installation 


° Unsurpassed quality 


fis your FREE ADVICE PACK call Clare Brooks on 


0800 8347305 


to get them involved in a few 
competitions — darts, ten-pin 
bowling, that sort of thing. It 
would be great fun for them 
and get Carol interacting 
even more. 

All this has not only been 
brilliant for Carol — it’s been 
great for me, too. The first 
night Carol went out, I just 
cried and didn’t know what to 
do with myself. But now it gives 
me a bit of space. Even if I don’t 
go out anywhere, it means I can 
do my own thing at home and 
I find that a great help. 

Tam so happy with it all; 
it brings tears to my eyes. It is 
amazing to see my daughter 
eat and talk for the first 
time in 31 years. She talks a lot 
now and when Wednesday 
comes she has a big smile on 
her face — her eyes light up. 

I just can’t tell you how it 
makes me feel. 

She has met quite a few new 
people and, although they chat, 
she still hasn’t made any real 
friends. It’s early days, though, 
and she has made a huge step 
towards living a happy life. 
The respite scheme currently 
has a waiting list but, for more 
information, contact Diana 
Niccol at Granton Road Social 
Services Office, Liverpool LS 
6OW, tel: 0151 263 3421. 

The Glaxo Neurological 
Centre, tel: 0151 298 2999, : 
http://glaxocentre.merseyside.org 


In the mood 


for food? 


In the last of this series, Dan Batten helps 
you avoid the pitfalls of dining out 


ven if you consider 
yourself hot stuff in the 
kitchen, it’s always nice 
to enjoy a meal at a good 
restaurant. And with 
Christmas on the way, a good 
feast and a few drinks in a bar 
‘is the best way to get your 
friends together before you go 
your separate ways for the hols. 
In an ideal world, organising 
this should be easy. But if your 
wheelchair makes access 
awkward, or if you’re taking 
your guide dog, finding a 
restaurant to enjoy your meal 
in comfort can be tough. 
A safe bet is a recommen- 
dation from friends who share 


won £3,000 in damages, still the 
highest amount won under part 
III of the DDA. 

So treating disabled people 
unfavourably could cost 
businesses dear. “It is no longer 
acceptable for disabled people 
to be treated as second-class 
citizens. The law now says so 
and it will be enforced,” said 
DRC chairman Bert Massie. 

Another stage of part III 
of the DDA, introduced in 
October 1999, says that service 
providers must make reasonable 
adjustments for disabled people 
to use their services. 

For Angela Edmonds, the 
only adjustment she needed this 


‘Since December 1996, it has been unlawful for 
‘service providers to refuse service, or offer inferior 
‘service, to someone for disability-related reasons’ 


the same tastes and are aware of 
your access needs. It might be 
good to have a talk with 
another disabled person with 
similar requirements. And 
rather than relying on the 
owner’s interpretation of 
accessibility, if you’re passing 
the restaurant, pop in and do 
your own “access audit” to 
‘make sure all is to your liking. 

Once you’ve found a 
restaurant that’s up to scratch, 
you can start your evening 
with a drink in a nearby pub 
or bar. Even if the physical 
access is ok, it’s worth noting 
the staff’s reaction to serving 
disabled people. 

If you get bad service or are 
insulted, you have legal recourse 
through part III of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA). Since December 1996, it 
has been unlawful to refuse 
service, or offer inferior service, 
to someone for disability- 
telated reasons. 

Someone who used the DDA 
to address poor treatment was 
Mary McKay. Mary, who has a 
learning disability, went for a 
drink with a friend at a pub in 
Essex, in July 2000. On her way 
in, a doorman told Mary’s 
friend to “keep her in order”. 
She was later confronted by an 
abusive landlord who shouted 
across a crowded bar that Mary 
and her friend shouldn’t be sold 
any more drinks. Determined to 
do something, Mary, supported 
by the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC), brought a 
case against the brewery. She 


summer at Dulwich Picture 
Gallery’s café in London was to 
eat her food lying on the lawn 
outside. Angela has a back 
condition that gives her chronic 
pain, so lying down to eat is her 
only option. “I was fully 
confident that when my 


husband ordered the food he 


would explain my need to lie on 


Disability Now's 


coverage begins itt 


SAM GILLESPIE ee eee 


the grass and everything would 
be fine,” said Angela. 

But the café refused to serve 
Angela on the grass and told 
her husband to go to a local 
sandwich shop. Angela had a 
further conversation with the 
café manager, but she remained 
inflexible, claiming they were 
sticking by their rules. A later 
appearance by the gallery 
manager, who “to be fair, was 
obviously very sorry”, resulted 
in a menu being brought out. 
But it was too late: her husband 
had arrived from the sandwich 
shop. “I had lost my enthusiasm 
and appetite,” said Angela. 

A spokesperson for the 


oe 

1 

4 me : 
\¢ 


fatiuary 2003 issut 


So, if you want 70,000 readers to see what your 
company can offer, or the benefits of staying in your 
accommodation, call Richard or Patrick now! 


Richard 


Tel5020,7619.7336 


email: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk 


Patrick 
Tel: 020 7619 7320 


email: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


Bax Z0876 199/33. 
Final booking deadline: 3rd December 2002. 


gallery expressed disap- 
pointment at Angela’s 
treatment. “It is not policy to 
discriminate against disabled 
people,” she said. 

Hopefully, the next stage of 
the DDA, coming into force in 
October 2004, should make 
dining out more comfortable. 
Businesses will have to make 
adjustments to their premises 
when a physical aspect of their 
building makes it impossible or 
unreasonably difficult for a 
disabled person to use their 
service. This sounds good in 
theory but a major flaw exists, 
as the adjustments have to be 
considered financially 


My night out 29 


“reasonable” for the service 
provider to make. 

Smart businesses will be 
making these changes now as 
part of routine maintenance 
work, but it doesn’t take a 
genius to foresee many business 
owners pleading poverty once 
October 2004 comes around. 

Even though there are 
obstacles to negotiate, the 
reward of a good feed in good 
company makes a bit of 
forward planning worth it. And 
come 2004, who knows, maybe 
all those inaccessible eateries 
may have had their chips. 

DRC helpline: 08457 622 633 
text: 08457 622 644. 


Charles Warner Are Leading Vehicle Conversion 
Specialists in Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles and 
Minibuses. Ali Designed To Customer Specification, 
On Any New Or Used Vehicle Of Any Make. 


The CHARLES WARNER 
HIJET conversions 
offer maximum 
versatility in this 
popular compact 
vehicle and can be 
tailor-made for every 
requirement. 

The HIJET now also 
comes with 3years free 
rvicing, warranty and 
roadside assistance for 

all round economical 
motoring. 


As one of the country’s 
largest DAIHATSU 

dealers with our own 

“body conversion work- 

_shops, we can supply a 

~ quality vehicle nation- 
wide - distance no 

a object. 

tices from as little as 
695 with VAT & road 

_ tax exemption. 


_charleswarnermobility.co.uk 
www.charleswarnerconversions.co.uk 
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30 Share your problems 


Dear Ann 


_ 
ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


Van olan 

f am married to a man whose 
nine-year-old daughter, 

Georgie, has a rare condition 

which means she has no move- 

ment from the waist down. She 

has a reading age of four. 

Her mother will not let us 
use a specially adapted van at 
the weekends, when Georgie 
visits us. We can’t afford to go 
to court and can’t get legal aid. 
I want to tell my story and even 
try to take it to 10 Downing 
Street. There has to be help out 
there. Please help. 

Zoe, e-mail 
I don’t understand the problem 
of the van. Does it belong to 
Georgie’s mother? If it does, 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 

@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or e-mail your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


you can’t insist on using it, and 
if it is yours then you can use it 
as you like and she can’t stop 
you using it for Georgie. 

Have you been to the 
Citizens Advice Bureau? They 
can provide advice and can also 
recommend a solicitor who 
may give you legal advice free 
of charge. You may also find 
the Children’s Legal Centre in 
Colchester helpful. They have 
an advice line. 

Rather than contacting 
Number 10, who are likely to 
pass you on to local services, it 
would be more effective to talk 
to your MP, preferably at his or 
her regular surgery. Local MPs 
have a good deal of influence. 


Business Link national helpline, tel: 0845 600 9006, a ‘: 


www. businesslink. org 


Children’s Legal Centre advice line,, tel: 01206 873820, 


www2. @SSeX.ac. uk/cle 


Motability customer information centre, tel: 01279 635 666, 


www.motability.co.uk 


The Open University / national course enquiry line, 
70 333 0087, www.open.ac.uk 


Living Independently at Home 


We are experts in providing Living-In Care for people who want 
to stay at home and need help to do so - 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, for weeks, months or years 


We have well trained carers available, often at short notice 


We visit to assess your own particular needs and work 
with you to choose the right sort of carers 


We give continuity of care. Enjoy peace of mind 
and security with our trained carers 


Your library will give you the 
exact details. 

Do let me know how you 
get on. 


Life lessons 

have been disabled with 

rheumatoid arthritis for 16 
years. I have had all sorts of 
joint replacements. Despite this 
I have been involved with a 
number of organisations, 
including PHAB, Arthritis 
Care and Riding for the 
Disabled, and I designed a 
potting/bench seat suitable 
for a wheelchair user. 

Now I would like to become 
a “life coach”. I have recently 
returned to college to doa 
counselling course. What do 
you think I should do next? 
The only organisations I know 
about are quite expensive. 

Nicola, Chester 

I was really interested to read 
about all the activities you have 
been involved in. I wish I had 
room to list them all. 

No doubt the tutor on your 
counselling course could give 


Time for a chan 


am 46 and disabled. I have just been made redundant from 

my job as an engineer with British Telecom. I’m rather fed — 

up but trying to remain optimistic. 

What I really want to do now is get into some form of self- 
employment. I’m just not sure how to go about getting reliable” 


information. 


It can be quite a struggle getting into self-employment, but it ca 


also be very satisfying. This is an opportunity for you to do 


something quite different. 


better still, there may be a local branch in your phone directory. 


Business Link can be useful for advice. Try their helpline or, — : 
¥ 
ry 

i 


You can also get in touch with your local chamber of commerce. 


You could do something which uses your existing expertise. 
Would you, perhaps, be able to o offer telecommunications advice _ 


to disabled people? 


- Alternatively, this may be the time to 10 explore new avenues. 
. You could consider going to a local —o class to learn 


: something new. 


you advice on suitable courses. 
Also the local authority 
running evening and other 
classes in your area may be able 
to suggest suitable courses. 

Have you considered 
contacting the Open 
University? They can be very 
helpful to disabled students and 
can sometimes reduce fees. 


Wheel problem 

am serving a life sentence 

— 26 years to date — and am 
about to be transferred to an 
open prison before my release 
in about a year’s time. 

I am 50 and have chronic 
multi-joint arthritis, ischaemia, 
cerebral vascular disease and 
left ventricular heart failure. 

I have been awarded the 
higher rate Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) mobility 
component, although this has 
been suspended for a while. 


BE MORE INDEPENDENT 


Drive your own vehicle from the comfort of your own Powerchair 


. — 


Adjustable Elevating Legrests 


Adjustable Height Seating 


DESIGNED AND 
MANUFACTURED 
IN THE UK 


aie 


Adjustable Angle Backrest 


CONSIDER ONLY THE VERY BEST! 
Drive or be a passenger in your own vehicle from this affordable crash-tested 
‘Drive From/Everyday Use Indoor/Outdoor Powerchair’. 

Be comfortably seated at your desk or table with adjustable height seating. 
Swing-a-way adjustable legrests supplied as standard. 

Lightest Powerchair of its type. Other options available. 


eit & COMPLETE WHEELCHAIR SOLUTION 


For further information on the Adaptachair range of products call 


01769 - 5731 


orvist our website: WWW. adaptachair.co.uK emai: Sales@adaptachair.co.uk 


I now need a powered 
wheelchair which is suitable for 
road use, but such a vehicle is 
not provided by the NHS. 
When I get my DLA back, will 
I be able to use it to get the 
wheelchair I need? 

Michael, Norwich 
I was sorry to hear that your 
DLA at the higher rate was 
suspended but hope it has been 
or will be reinstated. 

I have been told by 
Motability that, if you get the 
DLA mobility component at 
the higher rate, you are entitled 
to have a power outdoor 
chair. I didn’t gather from them 
that your situation would cause 
a problem. 

If you want to pursue this 
possibility, the Motability 
customer information service is 
very helpful. 

In order to use the mobility 
component of DLA towards the 
cost of a wheelchair under the 
Motability scheme, you must 
be eligible to receive it for the 
next two years plus eight weeks 
or for three years plus eight 
weeks. In the latter case you 
would be eligible for just over 
£5,000. 


I hope you have success. 


Help at 
the end 
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Take a break 31 


ACROSS 
1. Wading-bird with a down-curved bill (4) 
8. And 9 Across. Christmas carol whose chorus begins O come, 
let us adore Him (1,4,3,2,8) 
See 8 Across 
. Santa Claus carries presents in one (4) 
. The River Jordan forms part of its eastern border (6) 
. Sporting activity people enjoy on winter holiday (6) 
. Building for exhibiting antiquities (6) 
Its chimes mark the start of a new year (3,3) 
. When King Wenceslas looked out, the snow was____ and 
crisp and even (4) 
Rudolph is Santa’s favourite one (8) 
Small South American rodent (10) 


. This duo had a 1984 hit single with Last Christmas (4) 


| DOWN 
oe Iti is served a roast turkey at Christmas (5,5) 
2 Dow Santa get covered in it when he comes down the 
= iu? (4) 
Full of happiness (6) 
. Beautiful women (6) 
6. Something people are thankful for (8) 
the hall with boughs of holly (4) 
1 This pantomime features the Ugly Sisters (10) 
What the lords are doing in The Twelve De: Of Christmas 
(1- a 


16. Danny, ee footballer (6) 


. Harness round a horse's head (6) 
_ Whittington, another classic pantomime (4) 


A match which neither side wins (4) 


CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY 
CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN Creating opportunities with disabled people 
ILLUSTRATION BY SAM GILLESPIE RD CHESHIRE 


SAE Re ON hee @ LEONARD CHESHIRE 


CANDID DAN 


Dan goes to Spain — 
and so does the rain 


W ith some rotten events in recent times, it was with great 
relief that Beck and I packed our bags in October for 
Mallorca, keeping our precise location a mystery. With a 
gorgeous island to explore and an all-inclusive bar and 
mountains of food to get through, we weren’t going to be 
disturbed. 

Things didn’t get off to a great start. On the outward flight 
I experienced the curse of all fliers, going partially deaf. Beck 
was aware of this but still kept talking to me, with me nodding 
in all the right places. I wondered what I'd been agreeing with 
and wasn’t too confident that it was all complimentary. After 
all, why would she break the habit of the last three years? 

Thankfully, my ears cleared by the time we reached our 
hotel room, conveniently located up loads of stone steps. 

These provided us with most of our exercise for the week, 
which, according to madam, I needed, as my fondness for the 
hotel’s mini cake squares and self service beer pump prompted 
her to liken me to Homer Simpson. I think she’d forgotten that 
I could now hear every hurtful syllable again. 

Still, my newly acquired cartoon-esque “girth” didn’t stop me 
walking for hours around Palma, Pollenca and other parts of the 
island, taking in cathedrals, old architecture and pavement bars 
unlike any in London or Chester. There was one nasty reminder 
of home though — a thorough drenching and a squelchy ride 
home in, according to a waiter, the worst weather in 50 years. 

A sudden feeling of being hexed fell upon us after hearing this. 
In what seemed like the blink of an eye, we were on our way 
home again, eagerly discussing where to go and what we wanted 

from next year’s hols. Cake squares and beer pumps were 
mandatory. 


Easy operation whether at work or home 


Compact size and tight turning circle 


Standard electric seat elevation aids 
high reach 


Mid wheel drive for optimum turning 
Easy access in and out of the chair 


Optional comfort seating 


aA Flexmobi 
= Andoor In raige ence 


Compact base with front wheel drive 
Comfort and stability over uneven surfaces 
Easy access through confined spaces 
Powered seat lift as standard 


Optional powered tilt, recline, footrest 
elevation and choice of seats 


RAINBOW REHAB, FREEPOST, The Coach House, For further information or a demonstration call 


134 Purewell, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR FREEPHONE 0500 61 8008 


www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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What's on 

The Carers Training Unit will hold a series of training courses, including Young Carers: Research, 
Good Practice & the Law, 5 December, Carers Benefits: Advanced, 10 December and The New NHS: 
Structure & Implications, 18 December. Tel: 020 7566 7632, email: training@ukcarers.org, 


www.carersonline.org.uk 


The Limbless Association will hold a health and fitness day for lower limb amputees, 7 December, 
Littledown Centre, Bournemouth. The day will include practical demonstrations, one-to-one 
instruction and strengthening exercises and fitness techniques. Manufacturers of prosthetic limbs 
will also be attending. A £5 registration fee, refundable on attendance, is payable. Contact Danny 
Crates, email:danny@limbless-association.org, Tel: 020 8788 1777. 


Inclusive Technology will hold their Special Needs Fringe, 8-10 January 2003, Kensington Olympia 
Hotel, London. It will include a full assistive technology and special needs exhibition, including 
stands from Crick Software Inclusive Technology, Dynavox, Liberator, Possum and others, and will 
showcase software and access devices that enable people with learning difficulties or physical and 
sensory needs to take part in education. A programme of free seminars will run alongside the fringe. 
Contact Nigel Wallace, Tel: 01457 819790. Email: nigel@inclusive.co.uk. 


The Disabled Living Centres Council and the National Centre for Independent Living will hold From 
Paternalism to Consumerism, 4 February 2003, Gilbert Murray Conference Centre, Leicester University. 


| The conference will look at how direct payments can offer disabled people greater choice when buying 


assistive technology devices. The day will also include workshops on the DDA and assistive technology, 
direct payments and assistive technology and how to find the right product for you. Bookings must be 
made by 13 December. Contact Barry Clarke, Fax: 020 7582 2469, email:barry@ncil.org.uk. 


Thrive, the charity which gets disabled people involved in gardening, have just announced their short 
course programme for February-April. Courses include planning a year-round therapeutic horticultural 
programme, 17 February, Northwich, setting up and running a garden therapy programme for people 
with learning difficulties, 18 February, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, horticultural skills day, 13 March, 
Nantwich and willow weaving and sculpture, Chesterfield, 11 April. £70 for members, £99 non- 
members. Contact Sue Twigg, tel: 0118 968 5688, email: susan@thrive.org.uk 


The NHS Service Delivery and Organisation wil! hold Delivering Research for Better Health Services, 
19 March 2003, Church House, Westminster. Aimed at those concerned with the delivery and 
management of evidence-based healthcare, the conference will discuss areas including what types 
of research NHS managers find useful, research to improve the delivery and organisation of 
services and involving service users and carers. Contact Healthcare Events, tel: 020 8541 1399, 
email: info@healthcare-events.co.uk. 


Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 

e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 

¢ No VAT. 

¢ No driving license required. 

¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. 


included. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0800 0746834 
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Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Websites 


The European Disability Forum website contains information on a 
wide range of disability issues, including social policy, a charter of 
fundamental rights, transport and social exclusion. There are also 
specific group sections, including one on women’s issues, which 
provides information on equal opportunities in employment, 
vocational training and promotion, as well as sustainable pension 
schemes for older women. www.edf-feph.org 


Deafsign is an information website on deafness and sign language, 
approved by the National Grid for Learning. The site contains 
general information on deafness, welfare and social issues and a 
British Sign Language (BSL) finger spelling translator .The site 
also has sign language books for sale, and a range of full colour 
posters which show BSL greeting signs. www.deafsign.com 


Courses 


The Open University have launched Knowledge, Information and 
Care, a new course aimed at health and social care professionals 
and lay people with an interest in the area. The course is based 
around four separately themed CD-Roms, Defining the 
indvidual patient or client, the evidence base, information for 
service users and the public and communities and populations. 
The course can be studied on its own or can contribute towards 
an open University diploma or degree. www.open.ac.uk/shsw 


DID YOU KNOW? DN is available on tape, disk and by e-mail. 


Contact Talking Newspapers, see imprint, page 2. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


ACROSS: 1. Ibis 8. O Come All Ye 9. Faithful 10. Sack 12. Israel 
14. Skiing 15. Museum 17. Big Ben 18. Deep 19. Reindeer 


21. Chinchilla 22. Wham 

DOWN: 2. Bread Sauce 3. Soot 4. Joyful 5. Belles 6. Blessing 
7. Deck 11. Cinderella 13. A-leaping 16. Murphy 17. Bridle 
18. Dick 20. Draw 


Est 1982 
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Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


¢ Personal 


MALE 40 YR old, partially disabled with 
CP seeks female 30-45 for friendship, 
companionship and possible relation- 
ship. East Devon area. Enjoys getting out 
and about, using computers, watching tv, 
music and socialising. Box no: 203 


HUMOROUS EAST LONDON woman, 
slightly autistic, enjoys eating out, walks 
in park. Seeks understanding man, 
maybe autistic? 37-49 for dates and 
possible relationship. Box no: 204 


BIG GUY WITH cp, looking for open- 
minded man for fun and maybe more. 
Enjoys music, videos and good nosh. 
Interested? Drop me a line or email: 
peteredwards@uk2.net. Box no: 205 


CARING ABLE-BODIED man, 34 years old 
wltm an attractive, bubbly, physically 
disabled female of similar age in 
Yorkshire or nearby surrounding areas. 
Please send a photo if possible. Thank 
you. Box no: 206 


ATTRACTIVE SCOTTISH LADY, bubbly 
personality, with polio, non smoker, 
_ loves theatre, films, travel, dining out etc, 
looking for a man with similar tastes, age 
between 45-58. Box no: 207 


MAN, 54, SLIGHTLY disabled. Gay, 
generous, kind and sincere, seeks new 
_ friends. Box no: 208 


DEAFBLIND MAN (34). Kind, funny, 
loyal man. Loves animals and sport 
would like to meet lady for relationship. 
Box no: 209 


HUMOROUS MALE, 38, can speak 
although partially deaf. I am shy and 
seek a hearing, understanding lady, 
25-45 (in a caring/teaching profession?) 
for friendship and relaxed companion- 
ship. Likes walks, museums, cafes, 
pubs, cars, computers and researching. 
Box no: 210 


° Cars/vans 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT van 1.4, 
16k miles, K reg, 1 owner, fsh, hydraulic 
lowering of rear with ramp. MOT 
expires June 2003. Seat 4 including driver 
_ and wheelchair. Inertia belts. Porto red. 
In very good condition and has always 
been garaged. Cost £15,000 new, asking 
£3,900 ono. Tel: 01708 475367 or mobile: 
07771 530904. 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT, fits Vectra. 
As new. Cost £650, £250 ono. Tel: 
01274 679879. 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.4RN, p reg, MOT, 44k 
miles, ramped rear access for wheelchair 
passenger. 3 seats, Poynting conversion. 
£5,500 ono. Tel: 01527 527579. 


ELAP ROTATING PASSENGER seat. As new, 
for use in rover 75 with headrest but no 
fixing bolts. Cost £700, not used, £350 
ono. Tel: 01964 650271 (near Hull). 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN BERLINGO, Gowrings 
conversion, X reg, 18k miles, lowering 
suspension. Seats 4 plus wheelchair. 
Excellent condition, electric windows 
and air conditioning, Service history. 
£12,000. Tel: 020 8204 0934 


VW CARAVELLE 1900, petrol, F reg. 
Reconditioned engine (2,000 miles ago), 
Henderson hydraulic ramp through 
side door. Present vendor owned car for 
last 5 years, 5 seats plus room for 
2 wheelchairs. MOT, extras incl winch, 
sunroof, stereo and blinds. Very good 
condition, offers around £3,000. 
Tel: 01706 668641. 


PEUGEOT 306 1.8GLX, auto, March 98 
(R reg), red, 21k miles, 5 door hatchback, 
6 months MOT, electronic hand controls 
worth £2,000, service history. £4,500. 
Tel: 01252 652825 (Farnborough, Hants). 


VW TRANSPORTER 800 special 1.9 
turbo diesel, Widnes Car Centre con- 
version, new in October 2001. Dark 
blue, matching trim, carries 2 wheel- 
chairs with full safety harnesses 
included, folding ramp. Can take dri- 
ver plus 3 passengers (as well as 
wheelchair travellers). Double track- 
ing, 4 points webbing and seatbelts. 1 
owner, genuine reason for sale. Only 
1k miles, fsh. £11,500. Tel: 0161 338 
2721 or 0161 430 6571. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN 1.6 1992 adapted 
for disabled wheelchair user. Taxed and 
MOT until April 03. Tel: 01981 550480. 


LANDROVER DISCOVERY V81A, petrol, 
65,636 miles, K reg April '93, 3528cc. 
New MOT, good condition. 
Hydraulic lift for wheelchair user, 
tailgate door, pas, central locking, 


automatic, air conditioned, electric 
windows. Regular serviced, seats 3 + 
wheelchair and user. 2 owners, to 
buy new £32,000, asking £6,900 ono. 
Tel: 020 8856 7694 (London SE3). 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN BERLINGO, Gowrings 
conversion, X reg, 18k miles, lowering 
suspension. Seats 4 plus wheelchair. 
Excellent condition, electric windows 
and air conditioning, Service history. 
£12,000. Tel: 020 8204 0934. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.7 diesel, N reg, 44k miles. 
Fully converted for a wheelchair user, 
ramp rear access, winch, rear seat. Very 
good condition, 10 months' MOT. 
£3,000. Tel: 0191 264 1948 (after 5 pm, 
Newcastle upon Tyne) or mobile: 07870 
688319 (anytime). 


FORD COURIER 1.3, AUTO, 1995 M reg. 
24k miles, Constables rear access conver- 
sion winched. Chair entry, ramp, 2 rear 
seats, power steering. Red, new MOT 
which expires October 03. £3,000 for 
quick sale. Tel: 01482 811490. 


LEATHER ELECTRIC CAR seat moves up 
and down as well as forwards and back- 
wards. £200. Tel: 01724 855765. 


VW CARAVELLE 96 N reg, petrol, 44k 
miles. MOT July 2003, green sunroof, 
fsh, vgc. Seats 6 plus wheelchair — 
Invatravel side ramp access. Available 
now. £7,000. Tel: 020 8989 6092 
(London/Essex area). 


VW CARAVELLE GL, auto 95, 2.5 
Invatravel underfloor side lift, metallic 
¥° twin sunroof, wheelchair and 

seats plus driver. 73k miles, 6 months 
MOT and tax. Fsh. £8,000. Tel: 0121 355 
0406 (West Midlands). 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE 2.3D, N reg, 
blue, 31,500 miles, fsh, MOT Feb 2003. 
Wheelchair tracking, clamps, seatbelts 
and 3 removable passenger seats. Electric 
winch, rear vision ramp. 2 sunroofs. 
Excellent condition. £4,650. Tel: 01473 
626871 (Suffolk). 


1993 L REG Renault Clio, auto. Fully 
converted with electric sliding door to 
take KGMF folding wheelchair hoist 
for stowing behind driver's seat. Good 
condition, 1 owner, 46k miles. £2,600. 
Tel: 01494 712290 (Bucks). 


E REG NISSAN Prairie, 19k, from new elec- 
tric lift with electric wheelchair comes 
with donor car. £2950 ono. 07770 871889. 


¢ Wheelchairs/ 


POWERED WHEELCHAIR, HAND built in 
Britain. Right hand control. Superb 
condition, very little used. £1,000 or very 
near offer. Tel: 01283 561259 (Staffs). 


ADAPTACHAIR WHEELCHAIR HOIST. £200. 
Tel: 01724 855765. 


TWO CLASS 3 Invacare electric 
wheelchairs with Recaro seating. One 
GS23Pro and the other is a GS24Pro. 
£350 each. Tel: 01449 673417 (Suffolk). 


TGA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR — Buzz — a 
fun electric wheelchair as new. Genuine 
reason for sale £500. Bucket seat — 
silver frame. Fits most car boots. Tel: 020 
8534 1428. 


INDOOR/OUTDOOR VERSA Cruiser 4E plus 
power wheelchair in good condition. 
Optional swing away control box and 
various parts — footplates, castors, tyres 
etc. Fully serviced. Cost £2,800 new, 
£1,000 ono. Tel: 01204 796291. 


COVERED ALUMINIUM TRAILER purpose 
built for mobility scooter. £350. Tel: 
01446 418873 (South Wales). 


TRAVELEASE ELECTRIC SCOOTER, indoors 
and limited outdoor use. Lightweight, 
portable aid for individual with limited 
mobility — battery power gauge to indicate 
remaining power. Shopping basket, anti- 
tip wheel. Never been used, cost £1,000, 
asking £500 ono. Tel: 020 7727 2171. 


SHOPRIDER POWER CHAIR, literally brand 
new because of use of second wheelchair 
(motorised). Cost £2,400, accept £1,000. 
Tel: 020 8801 6858. 


QUICKIE SELF PROPELLED wheelchair. 
Rigid, lightweight aluminium frame 
with folding back, removable 
wheels with solid tyres, removable 
handles, clothes guards, foot rest, 
crutch holder, comfortable high-density 
foam seat with washable, removable 
cover. For sale owing to recovery. £675 
ovno. Tel and ask for Robert: 01263 
713548. 


SHOPRIDER DE LUXE 4 wheel scooter, bat- 
tery and tyres in excellent condition. 
Battery charger included, front lights and 
indicators, adjustable steering column, 
basket at front. Speed switch, max speed 
8 mph, covers 25 miles with a charge. 
£890. Tel: 01420 87191. 


JET ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR with charger, 
joystick left or right, swivel seat. Good 
condition, regularly charged, top speed 
5.6. mph. User's manual. £850 ono. 
Tel; 01788 813685 (Midlands). 


POWERTRIKE DESIGNED FOR Freedom in 
town and countryside, as new, £590 ono. 
Tel: 01424 430338. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. PADDED seat and 
back rest. Joy stick control. 113 Jazzy. 
New in Sept 2001. Cost £3100. Will 
accept £999. Tel 020 8776 1602. 


SHOPRIDER SUPER SOVEREIGN TE8838A, 
4 wheel. In excellent condition with 
basket and battery pack — covers 25 miles 
with one charge and goes up to 4 mph. 
Front and rear lights. Exactly 2 years old. 
Cost £1,810, asking £395. Tel: 020 8446 
4987 or 0795 0315591. 


EUROFLEX FLEXMOBIL POWERED 
chair, comfort seat, high back, elec- 
tric seat lift and tilt, manual gas 


recline, headrest, charger, warranty 
until December 2004, was new in 
December 2001. £2,950. Tel: 01905 
340345 or email: n.worsley@tesco.net 


BATH KNIGHT LIFT, electric, button 
operated, retracts up into unit to leave 
bath clear for others. Cost £1,145 in 
May 2000. Hardly used, in immaculate 
condition. Asking £350 ono. Tel: 
020 8449 4268. 


LAZYBOY CHAIR, 8 months old, dusty 
pink colour. Full massage facility with 
3 phases and 5 settings. As new, cost 
£2,300, will accept £1,400. Tel: 01473 
714454 or mobile: 07811 246152. 


1 X DELUXE Relaxor Massage Mattress 
Topper. Size — 36" wide x 78" long x 3" 
thick. Full remote controls for all parts of 
body. Brand new, unopened. Wrong buy. 
Cost £660, accept £590 ono. Will pay 
delivery. Tel: 0121 459 4793. 


BATH LIFT: BATH Knight. 18 months' 
old. Cost £1,100+ accept £150. 
Wiel 00243595 863357) Yor, email: 
dr.sandra@sedgwick.org.uk 


PEGASUS EGERTON PARAGON 2000 bed — 
fully profiling to sitting position. In full 
working order, recently serviced and new 
hand control fitted. In need of a new 
mattress. £300 ono. Tel: 01794 511364. 


BATH KNIGHT DELUXE with saddle and a 
new electrical remote control system 
which floats on the water surface. 3 years 
old. In excellent condition and used only 
8 times. Genuine reason for sale. Cost 
£1,170, only asking £600. Tel: 01643 
706279. 


BATH BUDDY, INFLATABLE bath chair. 
Portable and in excellent condition. 
Genuine reason for sale. Cost £650, ask- 
ing £250. Tel: 01306 743152. 


¢ Wanted 


BARRETT WHEELCHAIR, 15” seat, self pro- 
pel. Tel: 01492 878040. 


LYNX HAND CONTROL, also any instruc- 
tions on fitting any additional control for 
automatic cars’ brakes and accelerators. 


Will purchase. Tel: 020 7093 3900. 


VOLUNTEER HOSTS NEEDED to enable 
international students in the UK to expe- 
rience British way of life, weekend or 
Christmas. Please visit www.hostuk.org 
or call HOST 020 7254 3039. 


NATIONAL PUBLISHERS ARE producing a 
wheelchair access guide to Britain and 
want your views about accommodation, 
attractions, towns etc. Contact Peter 
Watts 01305 257459 or email peter- 
watts@worldonline.co.uk 


CHAIRMAN FORD COURIER, Gowrings 
conversion, K reg, 34k miles. 11 months' 
MOT, 4 seats plus wheelchair. £1,000. 
Tel: 020 8657 5914 (South Croydon). 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4, auto and air 
conditioned, 2 years old, X reg, 
13,500 miles, electric windows and 
stereo. Only one owner. Carries 4, 
including driver, passenger and 
wheelchair. Electric hoist for a 
wheelchair which is also for sale: 
Pride Victory, 4 wheel electric scoot- 
er which is also 2 years old. Car and 
scooter still in immaculate condition, 
genuine reason for sale. Cost £13,500 
new, asking £8,900 for both. Tel: 
01508 493431. 


HOW TO REPLY 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number and 
mark the envelope Private 
and Confidential. If you do 
not it will be opened. Send it 
to DN, address on page 2. 
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Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a 
classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


Linage styles 


Classified linage advertisements 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £6 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £6 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


box linage advert. Cost: £6 per line 
l plus £20. Tick box below. 


ec a A 8 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary @) Standard linage advert 


(3) Semi-display linage advert 
Ce) Box linage advert 


Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 
| daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
| Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


I DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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ee) Disability Rights Commission 
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Social Care Institute for Excellence 


The Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE} 
seeks proposals on key areas within its work 
programme: 


Teaching and Learning in the New 
Social Work Degree: Communicating 


with children, adults and those with 


particular communication needs 


This practice review will consider.current 
practice in this area of social work education, 
identify supporting materials and contribute 
to a resource guide for providers of the new 


degree in social work. 


inmovative Fostering Schemes 


ies: 


This practice review will identify initiatives in 
fostering services and innovative fostering 
schemes, and consider the ways in which 
they have delivered more effective services, 
improved outcomes and contributed to the 
development of good fostering practice. 


The closing date for responses to each of 
these proposals is 4 December 2002 


For full details, see the ‘Whats New’ section at 


www.scie.org.uk 
Telephone SCIE on 020 7089 6840. 


knowledge for practice 


viight the fight for civil rights of 
in’s 8.5 million disabled people... 


ma cavitation to tender — 
~ocucer disability rights exhibition. 


of 2003 European Year of Disabled People, the Disability Rights 
Co sion and The Greater London Authority are working in 
partvership to deliver an exhibition raising awareness of disability as a 
discr mination issue and highlighting the role that disabled people have 
played in challenging their exclusion from society. The exhibition will run 
dur'ng the month of September at City Hall, in London before moving on 
to omer venues elsewhere in the UK. 


wticipate the exhibition will feature a variety of media including 
photographs, campaigning posters and text. It might also include short 
films, installations, interactive displays, historical artefacts and empathetic 
mocels. The exhibition will need to be designed for display at City Hall 
and also be suitable for transportation to other locations. 


The ORC and GLA are seeking to appoint an experienced exhibition 


materials and testimonies, obtaining interesting artefacts and mounting the 
exhibition itself in such a way that is a stimulating experience for visitors. 


To notify us of your interest to bid to tender please telephone Tom Berry 


at the Disability Rights Commission on 020 7211 4081 for an application 
pack by Friday 20th December. 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


d¢  disabilitynow December 2002 


producer to research, plan and deliver the project. This will involve securing 


Tower Hamlets is a distinctive, unique London Borough that is home to a diverse vibrant, 
multicultural community. As part of an exciting regeneration programme, we aim to 


improve the quality of life for all who live and work in the area. It’s also an ideal 


opportunity to further your career. 


Social Services 


Rehabilitation Officer 


£25,317 - £26,640 


The newly re-configured Disabilities Resource Centre for Adults at Southern Grove, near 
Mile-End Station, has an Information/Advice Service, a CafE with Internet access, a 
nine-bed short-stay residential Unit with assessment, emergency, and respite facilities, 
and a Day Opportunities Service. Also housed within the Resource Centre are the Physical 
and Sensory Disabilities Care Management Teams, the Disability Advocacy Network and 
a number of other Voluntary Groups. A multi-purpose room with a kitchen, lounge, and 
small office has been furnished and decorated by “Seeability” with colours and textures 
appropriate to those with a visual impairment. Thia room is used to support groups of 
users in developing daily living skills. 


The Sensory Disabilities Team require a qualified Rehabilitation Officer to undertake 
Assessments and provide rehabilitation services to people with visual impairment in 

the Borough. You should be enthusiastic, insightful, and keen to join a progressive 

Team where you can put new ideas into practice. You will work alongside a second 
Rehabilitation Officer, Assessment and Review Officers, Care Manager, Social Worker, 
Senior Practitioner (Dual Sensory Loss), Admin. Officer and the Team Manager, in a 
supportive and motivated Team. 

This is a job with great variety in a Team that is central to user-led developments at 
the Resource Centre. 


Ref: 9802NOV023 


For further details regarding the post please contact Mike Gerrie Team Manager on 
Tel: 020 7364 6730. 


Closing date: 11 December 2002. 
For an application pack, please call 020 7364 4488 (24 Hour Recruitment Line). 


A special Minicom service is available for those with a hearing or speech impairment 
on 020 7364 4489. 

We shall ensure fairness and equal opportunities throughout our workforce and in service delivery. 
We welcome applications from suitably skilled candidates regardless of ethnicity, gender, disability, 
sexuality, religion or age. 


A Workforce to Reflect the Community, Committed to Positive Action. 


www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 
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TOWER HAMLETS 


Time on your hands? 


Volunteer for 
your local Citizens 
Advice Bureau. 


Call 08451 264 264 
(local rate) 


We need volunteers 
of all ages and from all 
communities. 


www.citizensadvice.org.uk/join-us 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2001 Y Zaphira Chairman, 8,000 miles, air con etc, 1.8 Auto 
2001 Y VW Caddy, low mileage, P.A.S., air con 

2001 Y VW 1.9TD Cruiser, 1 owner, 2,750 miles, tail lift 
2000 X Mercedes Vito 113, fully loaded & lift, 2,600 miles 
2000 W Suzuki Wagon R Liberty, 1 owner, 28,000 miles 
2000 W Dispatch Chairman, 1 owner, 6,000 miles £13,750 
2000 W Espace Hill Grau, 1 owner, 8,000 miles, air con, CD etc £21,000 
1999 T VW 2.5 TD LWB, Hi-Top, 17,000 miles, 1 owner, side lift & aircon £13,995 
1999 T Toyota Powervan 2.7, 1 owner, tail lift, 36,000 miles £10,750 
1998 S Escort Chairman, 14,000 miles, P.A.S. & lowering suspension £9,500 
| 1998 S Escort Chairman Auto, hand controls & transfer from back to driver £9,995 
1998 R Brotherwood Alhambra Auto, raised roof —winch, 25,000 miles £18,500 
1998 R Courier 1.3 Auto, Universal, P.A.S., 1 owner, 6,000 miles £7,995 
1996 P Trafic LWB, hi-top, day camper, tail lift, 19,000 miles £9,500 
1996 P Vauxhall Combo Chairman £6,495 
1996 N Transit, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 24,000 miles £8,750 
1996 N Transit Diesel, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 145,000 miles £9,250 
1991 J Transit Auto Camper, Hi top, tail lift, 41,000 miles £8,495 
Kangoo & Berlingo models Choice of 6 
Trafic & Vanette Cargo models Choice of 9 


£18,500 
£12,500 
£13,500 
PAO oS 

£7,995 


A selection of 40 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


01634 243596 
www.gfclarke.com 


CLARKE MOBILITY 
SNODLAND, KENT 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 108Cdi, 2001 ’01, 6K miles, Orchid Green WAV, lowered floor at rear entrance with ramp, Unwin Solo 
wheelchair & passenger restraints. £17,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9TD '95 M, Green, WAV Conversion, 4 Pass Driver & Wheelchair. £8,975 
Fiat Ulysse 2.0EL, R reg, 50k miles. Lowered floor with ramp. Driver 3 Pass + Wheelchair, PAS, twin sunroofs, 
climate control & electric windows. £8,495 
VW Sharan S Tdi, 1999, V Red, 15k miles, 5 seater with lowered floor at rear & fixed ramp. £15,195 
VW Transporter 800S 1.9TD, 1998 R, Blue, 47k miles, WAV Conversion. £9,195 
Kangoo 1.4, P, authentique, 2000 X, Silver, 20k miles, WAV Lowered Floor. £10,495 
Kangoo 1.9D, Yellow, 1998 R, lowered Floor conversion. £7,995 
Citreon Multispace 1.8P, 1999 T, red, 17k miles, full lowered floor conversion. £9,250 
Ford Courier 1.3P, 1992 K, 47k miles, lowered floor conversion. £3,595 
Ford Escort 35 1.4P, blue, 1987 E, Gowrings WAV with lowering suspension. £3,495 
Nissan Vanette 1.5P, blue, 67k miles, 1993 K WAV with 2 rear seats. £2,995 


New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo WAV's. Call for prices and spec. 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


aGleneagles 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 

Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 
e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


0s 


UK Disability Forum for European Affairs is a lead organisation in 


WELCOME TO THE 
EUROPEAN YEAR OF 
DISABLED PEOPLE 2003 


the Year. The below two activities will highlight awareness, be 
campaign tools and if desirable allow organisations to generate 


project funds. 


|) Limited edition A3 calendar produced by disabled people with 
|2 monthly themes 

2) Coloured copper enamel pin badges (100) display boxed, 
which could be distributed for donation of £1 doubling your 


organisations investment 


| Calendar unit price £5 icl p & p (I-5 copies) £3.50 incl p & p 

| (6-99 copies) £2.75 incl p & p (100+ copies) Pin badges 
£50 per box (100) incl p& p 

Calendars @ £ 

Boxes of badges @ £50 


Please send 


Cheques to Al DD (UK Forum) 2nd Floor, 200 Buckingham Palace Rd, 
London SW IW 9T} 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guc® Extra Strong Playpens. 
pro Extra Large Stairgates 
AN : 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


“We care 
for your 
care” 


Electric 
Reclining 
Chairs 


Mobility 
Scooters 
Stairs Lifts 


Invalid 
Accessories 


Batteries 


Electric 
Wheelchairs 


RAVES. 
MOBILITY 
38-40 Perry Street 

~ North Fleet 
Kent DA11 8RE 
Tel: 01474 564897 


SALES 
SERVICE 
HIRE 


¢ Personal 


 Handidate 


Ss~ Introduction Agency 


’ For disabled and 
able-bodied people 


Established 1987 
Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 


A member of ABIA 


DEADLINES 


January 2002 
classified deadlines: 
Booking: 6 December. 
Copy: 10 December. 


COURSES 


To advertise your vacancies or 
courses please contact Richard, 
tel: 020 7619 7336, or Patrick, 
tel: 020 7619 7320, or contact 
them both on fax: 020 7619 
7331, minicom: 020 7619 7332. 


They can go on the web as well! 


Classified 35 


Come check us out! 


Putting people first and tailoring services 
to their needs 


Creating access to the Built 
Environment 


Building an Inclusive Society — 


Promoting Equal Opportunities for all 
people in employment 


You can locate our jobs bulletin on the 
Internet at: 
www-.salford.gov.uk/jobs/ 


Tel: 0161 909 6503 


Minicom: 0161 909 6527 


Salford 


@ @ 

& @ @ 
e@e ® 
LONDON ARTS 


London Arts, the London office of the new arts 
funding and development organisation for England, 
is pleased to support the European Year of 
Disabled People 2003. 


If you would like to be on the mailing list for 
information about associated arts activities in 
London, please send your contact details to: 


Francesca Bondy 

London Arts 

2 Pear Tree Court, London EC1R ODS, 
email francesca.bondy@lonab.co.uk, 
or textphone 020 7608 4100 


PERSONAL ADS 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and senda 
cheque or postal order for £10 
payable to Disability Now with 
your ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 


...and make a big impression. Small 
ads in DN reach over 70,000 people 
for just £6 a line. All small ads must 
be paid for in advance. If you want 
to advertise, please use the form 
provided. Send it with a cheque for 
the total to Disability Now, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 SPW. 


| CONDITIONS — Disability Now maintains the right to amend or withdraw linage 


adverts without prior notice. All adverts must comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 

Telephone numbers and addresses will not be placed in personal adverts, for 
confidentiality. Instead, Box numbers will be provided. Likewise, telephone 
numbers and addresses will not be given out over the telephone if requested. 

Box Numbers can be requested for non-personal adverts. However, it may limit 
the response to it. If you want to advertise documents, goods or services contact 


| Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 020 7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can only be used by private individuals. All commercial enquiries 
must be addressed to Richard Gresham (see contact details above). 

DN cannot accept responsibility for loss or damage of adverts or letters during 
forwarding. It is the responsibility of the advertiser to check the content of their 
advert, and to ensure any abbreviations cannot be misunderstood. 


‘SSS 
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WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking 
for peace and quiet, warm weather, good food 
and wine, this is the place for you. 

Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 731 097 or e-mail: 
ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details ©. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


é commodes 
and more for hire 


T: 0845 56442802 » ts 


[ ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
Disabled travellers, don’t miss 
this soacious luxury adapted 

i bungalow. Overlooking Golf 

: 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms 
sar bathlift). Cable TV. 

hones. FREE Country Cluo 
Membership. 10 minutes airport. 

90 minutes Disney World. For 
availability/oooking contact 
paraplegic owner:- Sue Fisher 

[ Tel/Fax: 0161 792 3029. 


AY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 


| Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family 

jwith an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 

\6 oh the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages are 

s torey, easily accessible from the car park. 
indoor heated swimming pool with 
2s room. Open ALL YEAR. 


ay Care Award Winners” 
es designed for wheelchair users 
amilies. Rural setting with superb 


| views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
| and daily meal service. 

| Ple ring or write for colour brochure. 

| 


N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
} 3reward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
| _30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


COMBE HALL HOTEL 

an excellent holiday for the disabled 

id their family. We have full disabled 
e able to cater for organised 
chair accessible rooms open on 
en with conservatory and have 
ing sea views. Private car park with 
ing at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
ape and relax at delightful 

t be, Torquay? Category 2. 

3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
ngs. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


folk, Nar Valley 
rloliday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central! for beaches and tourist attractions. 

Indoor heated swimming pool. Also B&B. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle, 5 mins drive Inverness. 
Beautifully equipped, Tourist Board 3 stars with 
Disability Award 2 
1 double, 1 twin, both ensuite. Situated on a working croft amid 
lovely scenery with wildlife park close by. Moray Firth dolphins, 
kites, buzzards, deer etc, and our Nessie! Inverness offers good 
food, cinema, theatre etc. 

Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www.highlanddisabledcottageholidays.co.uk 


e Services 


Disab 
and can provide: 


ery Yrs 
e EM pros 


DO YOU WANT TO DESIGN AND BUILD 
YOUR OWN SPECIAL NEEDS HOME. 
Would you like to be involved in setting up a 
special needs self-ouild group? i.e. do you 
need wheelchair accessible accommodation? 
We are inviting tenants to join us to design 
and build their own sustainable homes. 

It's been done before: at least one member 
of a self-build household has to have 
special needs housing requirements and 
also be in housing need. 

WHY BUILD YOUR OWN HOME 
— Contentment and pride in your home leads 
community self-builders to look after their 
homes with loving care and develop a stake 
in their community. 

— Self builders are able to learn new skill, in 
addition to building construction. This leads 
to greater employability, particularly for those 
who have experienced unemployment. 

— Community self-ouilders use their labour to 
produce lower housing and running costs. 
Contact Diane on 020 7928 8197. 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, NS Ap 

bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire <@“S%eo. 
with hand controls, adapted RY wctosnts 
vans and plenty to see and do. hes 


Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 
www.player.pt 


BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & ADULT NEURO CLINIC 


Advice and treatment for babies and children 


Condition treated are movement and learning difficulties, 
posture and balance. Walking anc 
and hand function 


d balance, coordination 


Cerebral palsy, and children with neurological conditions 
Farshideh Bondarenko DIP (PHYSIO) MCSP SRP 


website: www.neuro-physio.co.uk 
“Al Tel: 020 8998 9403 


C-can 


PEON 


slated with their disability. 


S ASSCK 


Wm tO y emplo rovers emp 


disabled people 


The Law Society 


Employment Support for 
Disabled People 


provide advice on employment and job retention to disabled people who are facing 


ility Employment Advisers (DEAs) are usually based in Jobcentres or Jobcentre Plus offices 


{ Bf Base a 
for disabled people 


ailable to disabled people looking for work get in touch with your local 


JobCentre 


Part of the Department 
for Work and Pensions 


Head of Unit - Office of the 
Independent Commissioner 


c£36k + benefits 
Chancery Lane 


HIGH STANDARDS, NEW RULES, 


TRADITIONAL VALU ES 


As the regulatory body for over 100,000 solicitors in 
England and Wales, the Law Society is committed to 
achieving ever-higher standards in the handling of 
complaints against our members and in ensuring that 
our systems evolve to meet changing public 
expectations. Which is why we have created the Office 
of the Independent Commissioner - to address the 
increasingly high profile challenges facing the 
profession. It’s an opportunity to be in at the start of 
this initiative and play a key role in building it into a 
credible regulatory body in its own right. 


You'll assist the Commissioner in guaranteeing the 
transparency, fairness and efficiency of our consumer 
redress scheme, providing a rigorous audit of our 
procedures and undertaking a benchmarking exercise 
against other professional bodies. You'll open up lines 
of communication and make suggestions for 
improvements to both internal and external bodies. 

In short, your work will be instrumental in raising 
standards across the industry. 


A task of this magnitude demands at least five years’ 
experience in a public service, consumer redress, 
regulatory or casework environment. You demonstrate 


a track record in monitoring/implementing quality 
systems and business processes. You have a good 
understanding of public affairs and process review, 
the ability to take a strategic overview and 
exceptional people skills. Your political awareness 
is a given. 

Alongside a competitive salary, we offer a 
comprehensive benefits package including a final 
salary pension scheme, health insurance, health 
screening after two years’ service, gym membership 
and 25 days’ annual leave rising to 30. 


If you would like to hear more, please telephone 
020 7656 7776, or write to the Law Society, 

5th Floor, 1 Knightsbridge Green, London SW1X 
7NW for an application form and full job description. 
Email: thelawsocietyfarmd555.com Please quote 
reference number 461 on all correspondence. 


Closing date for the receipt of completed applications 
is 13th December 2002. No agencies please. 


For more information on the Law Society, please 


visit our website at www.lawsociety.org.uk —*%, 
Fyess 
Striving to ensure equal opportunity for all. DAG 


“ld like to work with children” 


Click on: 


“| need to recruit staff.” 


Jobs 


...the direct connection to jobs in the childcare sector 
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SOCIAL SERVICE 
DISABILITY EQUALITY TRAINER 


Ref. A427 = £20,562 - £21,921 = 37 hours per week 
Leeds Centre for Integrated Living, Armley Grange Drive LS12 


CITY COUNCIL 


An Executive Committee of Disabled People and Leeds City Council's Social Services established the Leeds 
Centre for Integrated Living (LCIL) in January 1999. LCIL provides services that assist disabled people to 
exercise choice and take control over their lives. 


You will develop and deliver training programmes for LCIL. The Trainer will be supervised by an LCIL 
Service & Project Co-ordinator and will work with LCIL’s established network of sessional trainers. 
Candidates must demonstrate: 


= Previous experience of developing and delivering high quality DET 

» An understanding of and commitment to the social model of disability 

* The ability to research and develop new and imaginative training programmes 
» The ability to promote and advertise training programmes 


* A willingness to work as part of the LCIL staff team and to promote the Aims and Objectives of LCIL 


LCIL provides services developed and run by disabled people for disabled people and is moving towards 
independent status. It is anticipated that, because of the duties and requirements of this post and LCIL 
services, the person appointed will be a disabled person. 


The Department is committed to the training and development of all employees. 
Leeds City Council is committed to equality of opportunity and welcomes applications from all sections 


of the community. 


Interviews scheduled week commencing 20 January 2003. 


For an informal discussion please contact LCIL on: Telephone (0113) 214 3599, Minicom (0113) 214 
3598 or Email: leedscil@btconnect.com 


For application forms and job outline please ring answerphone service (24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 247 
7965 (voice) or Leeds (0113) 247 8769 (Minicom only) or apply in writing enclosing a large self 
addressed envelope to Director of Social Services, Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 80B. 
Please mention if you require the information in a specific format. 


Closing date: 19th December 2002. 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY" 

The City Council has a No Smoking Policy 

FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 

For more information on jobs with Leeds City Council see www.leeds.gov.uk/vacancies 


"2 ROYAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC 


Candie 


DISABILITY & WELFARE ADVISOR 
3 days (19.5 hrs) per wk — £12,685 - £14,315 per annum (inclusive) 


In order to comply fully with the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, the Royal Academy 
of Music has created the post of Disability & Welfare Advisor to assist with the 
implementation of its Disability Strategy. The post holder will play a key role in helping 
to co-ordinate and develop the Academy's understanding of welfare and disability 
issues, working closely with staff and students, as well as calling in external expertise 

as necessary. The post holder will have a keen interest in helping those who have a 
learning disability, particularly dyslexia. The post is for three years in the first instance. 


You will have: 

- a degree and/or equivalent qualification in welfare and disability issues; 

- professional experience of providing such advice within the HE sector; 

- a thorough understanding of the nature of vocational training, for which experience 

in a music conservatoire would be of great advantage; 

- the skills to develop and co-ordinate an integrated guidance strategy suited to all 
_types of Academy students and staff. 


For an application form and further information, please contact 
Personnel Department (Job Ref.02/17), Royal Academy of Music, Marylebone Road, 
London NW] 5HT. 


e-mail personnel@ram.ac.uk Tel: 020 7873 7373 


Closing date for applications: 4th December 2002 


| 
Access Officer } 


HOVE TOWN HALL 
£20,562 - £23,889 PRO RATA PA - 18.5 HRS/ 


We are seeking an experienced and 

knowledgeable Access Officer to work at our Hove 

offices. They should be able to initiate action to secure 

access for all, promote best practice in access and advise on 
facilities for people with sensory impairment or physical 
disability throughout the City of Brighton and Hove. A full 
understanding of best practice in disabled access and the 
implementation of the DDA is essential.m™@ For an informal 
discussion call Rob Fraser on 01273 292380. 


For further information and an application form please contact 
(quoting reference EN1148): Recruitment Shop, Brighton & Hove 
City Council, Ground Floor, Bartholomew House, Bartholomew 
Square, Brighton BN1 1JP. Telephone: 01273 292284. E-mail: 
jobs@brighton-hove.gov.uk HM CVs will not be accepted. 
@ Closing date: 13 December 2002. 


i Minicom 01273 291490 


Visit the Jobsearch website: ‘A (3 
y h www.jobsgopublic.com 4 WG 


Brighton & Hove BUILDING A WORKFORCE THAT VALUES 


THE DIVERSITY OF OUR COMMUNITY. 


checkpoi ia 


... protecting the vulnerable 


®@ Checkpoint is registered as an Umbrella Body to undertake Disclosure Checks on behalf 
of the Criminal Records Bureau 


@ We undertake the checks on behalf of employers of staff working with children and 
vulnerable adults, in the care, education, leisure and health sectors 


@ We provide a comprehensive service including administration of the checks, provision of 
appropriate documentation, liaison with the CRB on your behalf, and a comprehensive 
guidance manual 


For further information about our service please call 01933 440544 and ask for Checkpoint 
e Accommodation 


Transhouse anticipate 
having a limited 
number of vacancies 
becoming available in 
Tramshouscy the near future in our 
transitional housing 
in the Shropshire 
area, for spinal cord 


injured people. 


Please contact us 
for more details on 


01691 404359/404522 


Email: Transhouse77 @hotmail.com 


Looking for comfortable, residential accommodation either for 
yourself or a client in Greater Manchester? 


hsbp 


henshaws 


If your answer to this question is yes and you're visually impaired or 
have a physical disability, then Henshaws Society for Blind People’s 
: F Pendleton Centre in Salford near Manchester may be just what 
society for blind people you’re looking for. 

In pleasant surroundings, conveniently located for shops, public transport and other 
amenities, the centre - which exceeds minimum care standards - offers fully-furnished 
flats, a friendly atmosphere, lots of social activities, and staff who are trained to cater for 
the needs of disabled residents. 


If you’re 19 or over and you think this is what you’re looking for, please contact the 
Pendleton Centre Manager, Laura Morton, on 0161 707 6747. 


The Pendleton Centre, 232 Eccles Old Road, Salford M6 8AG 
Tel:0161 707 6747 ¢ email: Pendleton@hsbp.co.uk © web: www.hsbp.co.uk 
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inclusive Quality Project 


This important, independent Project is a joint initiative of three advice networks: FIAC, DIAL UK and Youth Access, with funding from the Legal Services Commission. The aim of the project is 
to support smal community based organisations that provide free advice services to some of the most socially excluded and disadvantaged individuals and communities in England and Wales. 
iQP Development Workers assist groups to develop and achieve the Community Legal Service Quality Mark standard. The project is funded until March 2005. 


Secondments, part-time and flexible working arrangements will be considered. Training and development programme provided. 


A unique opportunity to use or gain consultancy and development skills to 
support quality community advice 


DEVELOPMENT WORKERS / TRAINEE DEVELOPMENT WORKERS 


; required to cover LONDON (3 posts) and EAST ANGLIA (1) 


SCL 


ST OSE REP IONE DETR EEA 8 


co ‘unicators with the ability to motivate and influence others. 


LE AEE 


Cc 


Salary £24,954 initially for Trainees, £26,258 - £27,386 for full Development Workers (London posts) plus 5% pension contribution 


' {QP ‘s seeking to complete our team of Development Workers to provide direct assistance to community advice organisations in South, East and West London and East Anglia. We are looking for 
skeved and experienced people to move straight into Development Worker posts OR people with good skills and abilities but who may not have experience and knowledge, to join us initially as 


ssful applicants for full Development Worker posts will be self-motivated with a sound understanding of the organisational challenges faced by smaller advice and community 
ons. Familiarity with the advice sector and the Community Legal Service Quality Mark is essential as is awareness of issues facing vulnerable and disadvantaged individuals and 
gre.sas such as disabled people, black and ethnic minorities and young people. Successful applicants will be able to work independently and with sensitivity. They will be excellent 


Ajiereatively, we are offering a unique opportunity for people to join us as trainees. After passing an intensive training, coaching and mentoring programme lasting 3 months, trainees will 

press to full Development Worker status. Successful applicants for trainee posts will be self-motivated, effective communicators with some experience of the advice sector and working with 

ciety standards. A basic understanding of the Community Legal Service and advice sector will be coupled with an awareness of issues affecting groups providing services for socially excluded 
roups. [QP will provide information and skills based training and support on the CLS, the Quality Mark, successful development and consultancy work and effective training. 


Applications to be submitted by Wednesday 11 December 2002. Interviews will be held on: Wed 18 or Thurs 19 December 2002. 


or an application pack call 1QP on 020 7407 6500, e-mail 1QP@fiac.org.uk or write to IQP, c/o FIAC, 12th Floor, New London Bridge House, 25 London Bridge Street, London SE1 9ST. 


Please quote reference DNDW. 


Department fo 
nsport 


fhe Secretary of State for Transport, is seeking nominations for membership to the Disabled Persons Transport 
», AGesory Committee (DPTAC). Applications for the post of Chairman are also invited. 


“Appointment of members to the Disabled 


_ Persons Transport Advisory Committee 


one Committee 

“< was set up under the Transport Act 1985 to advise the Government on the transport and mobility needs of 
semed people. The Committee also has a non-statutory role in advising Government on improving access to the 
snvironment for disabled people. 


‘il Committee meets six times a year. Successful applicants should expect to devote a minimum of 12-15 days a 
a the work of DPTAC. The precise commitment will depend on the preference of individual members to 
ie In task groups. Members are also expected to contribute to the work of DPTAC by correspondence and 
iowledge pools. The Chairman’s role is likely to be more time consuming and the successful applicant 
‘expect to spend up to 5 days a month on Committee work. 


oy skills 


® appointed to the Committee will be people with relevant experience in transport and disability issues gained 
“er as a professional working in those fields, or as a transport consumer. Members will be expected to apply that 
| experience and to take a broad national perspective across the full range of transport issues affecting disabled people. 
j ‘hey will also be experienced in Committee work at local, regional or national level. 


5 Appointments 
At least half of the Committee’s twenty members must be disabled people. In making appointments the Secretary 
of Siate for Transport will also want to ensure that the membership represents the widest range of transport and 


di ity interests and that it strikes a balance in terms of gender, age and ethnicity. All appointments are made ona 
personal basis; members do not represent the interests of particular organisations. 


a Members are not paid for their work on the Committee, but travel, subsistence and other reasonable expenses 
j (including child care/dependents care) will be reimbursed. The appointment is for 3 years from 1 July 2003. 


Further information, including details on how to apply, can be obtained from the DfT’s 
Mobility and Inclusion Unit at 1/18, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London 
SW1P 4DR; or by telephone on 020 7944 8021 or 020 7944 3277 (Minicom); or email 


miu@dft.gsi.gov.uk. Details are also available on the web at www. mobility-unit.dft.gov.uk 
or www.dptac.gov.uk 


of P4 


Final applications must be submitted by close on Friday 28 February 2003. 
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Positive 
Management 
Advisor 


The Jennifer Trust is a national charity working to support children 
and adults who have spinal muscular atrophy, a neuromuscular 
condition. We are seeking to appoint a Positive Management 
Advisor. This is a new post. The post holder will have experience 
of working with physically disabled children and adults and have 
health care experience. The role will include the identification of 
gaps in current resources and information, and will play an active 
role in the development of suitable information for our user group. 


Working closely with health care professionals and families to 
ensure that local proactive care is available and is appropriate for 
the care needs of individuals with SMA. 


This full time post is based at our Stratford upon Avon Head 
Office. The successful candidate will be able to work on their own 
initiative but also as part of a team providing a range of services 
to a UK wide membership. 


We offer a pleasant working environment and a salary of £20,000 
— £24,000 dependant on experience. 


Please phone 0870 774 3651 or email: heather.brown@jtsma.org.uk 
for further information and an application pack. Closing date for 
receipt of application is Friday 20th December 2002 

- Interviews will be held early in January 2003. 


The Jennifer Trust for Spinal Muscular Atrophy 


Reg Charity No 327669 
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Up for grabs 39 


oC ee. Eee ee 
to e n te r Tick the competition circle below, ' 
add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 


you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


F 
i 
1 
I 
e were flooded with entries for last year’s hamper give-away, so Waitrose have stepped in | 

for a second time to offer DN readers another chance to eat and drink in style this 
Christmas. Three lucky readers will be taking delivery of a Waitrose Shaftesbury hamper 1 

worth £79! This lavishly packed, rustic, willow hamper contains a very special selection of goodies 1 
from the store, including Winter Hill Shiraz, Roger Vidal smoked duck paté, irresistible savouries and , 
a luxurious choice of confectionery and 

biscuits. So, postpone your dieting plans I 

SRR Rta ih until the New Year and get your entry I 
: I 
I 
1 


Vy 


© Waitrose ()Marks & Spencer () Whittard 


5, Watkors | coupon in. In the meantime, check out 

j Waitrose Direct for a great range of fes- 
tive groceries and gifts. Visit www 2.wait- 
rose.com, pay securely online and have 
your gift delivered direct to the door. 
Alternatively, freephone 0800 188881. 


. Shianales 
Selection $9 


te rms & ¢ closing date for entrants: 13.12.02.¢ 


“We Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof of 
con d itl ons purchase required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ No 
cash alternatives ¢ Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special 
offers not open to DN staff or associates * Winners may be announced in DN ¢ 

In association with Waitorse Ltd, Marks & Spencer and Whittard of 


WAITROSE 


food shops of the John Lewis Partnership 


Chelsea. We may use your name and address for further marketing purposes. 


Please tick the box if you do not wish your details to be included (] 


Hire) @ 


or a great value Christmas 
gift, Ann Davies highlights 
Marks & Spencer’s Manor 
House Hurricane Lamp (see page 
21). This beautiful lamp, with its 

} amethyst glass detailing, gold trim 

| and clear glass base, measures 

} H29cm/D15cm and costs £20. 

} All you need do is add a simple 
candle to create a cosy Christmas 
ambience in your home. We’ve got 
two to give away to DN readers this 
month, courtesy of the store, so for 


All the best news, views, Seale Boe We On sale 21 eres 


@ TRY SOMEWHERE DIFFERENT 


a chance to win, return the coupon 
to us as shown. For stockists, 
call 02072661234 or visit 


DN’s three part holiday series begins with Malta, the Rockies 
(in a motor caravan), special interest group holidays and how 
to travel with oxygen 


www.marksandspencer.com 


MARKS & 
SPENCER 


@ 2003: YEAR OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


What’s happening, and what international disability 
organisations have achieved so far 


@ SKIN DEEP 


Tattoos, implants, facelifts — are they worth it? 


@ Good GRUB 


Disabled chefs talk about food — and themselves. 
This month: Michael Caines at Gidleigh Park Hotel 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


or yet more tasty gift ideas, Whittard of Chelsea bring us their Cool Yule selection. | (Please complete and take to your newsagent) | 
To sample some deliciously original flavours over the festive season, why not have a go i P| f , 
at winning a set of stylishly presented tea and coffee from this top selling range? DNhas_ |! bAS aM LEAS AN a reguiar Boh O S ! 
five Cool Yule tea and coffee tin sets (worth £10 each) up for grabs. Winners will enjoy black tea | Disability Now until further notice : 
with the ae s of aa peel | Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O I 
cinnamon and spice, an i 1 I 

5 ress 
pre-ground Arabica coffee 10 my home add 
blended with cinnamon and JY NAM@ scsencnnenntenennennnnnnn | 
chocolate. See coupon for entry i PACOICSS ieee eae ee tee aie nl) ence cn eens I 
details. For information on ; ot 1 
your nearest Whittard store fee 

11 08000154394. 

i 4 1 si COC seme ection a wee rsee 7 ota ee eee : 
Le atie 
1 SS ICM eLLIC eee rete ie rere ge coe ne ag I 


iTo the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 


1 
e | 
Whitta rd | tpublished monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 1 
| i 


| IN7 9PW. 
OF CHELSEA | 'It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart ! 


' Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. ¥ 
: 
= ll 


Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
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Berlin 

Now from £3,083.00* 
Advance payment a Bee 

You don't have to actually go to Berlin 

to enjoy the qualities of a Lewis Reed 

converted Citroen Berlingo. We suggest 

you tour some British towns first, then 


adventure into Europe. 


Over 1,000 Lewis Reed Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicle customers enjoy the 
felxibility and freedom that a Lewis Reed. 
conversion offers. Request a brochure today 


siaiss and find out for yourself why nothing else S a i 
tability | | a On i because nothing else will d 
ISO 9001 z ae ‘COE Sh es 4 


Far . a 


REGISTERED COMPANY 


uproses only. Offer applie: ents of the Higher Rate Mobility component of the Disability living allowance. T dministe a City Ga ad, Londo 
9 2 2 stered by Motability Finance Limited, City Gate House, 22 Southwark road, London, SE1 9HB, Registered ch: 
Full written quotations available on request, All information correct at time of going to press. We are licensed credit br u 4 sable lg err 


r a variety of flexible purchase schemes - please visit www,lewisreedgroup.co.uk for further information 


